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Vote the right way
in Assembly poll
The cause of Unionism and Orangeism has not been advanced by 
the traumatic fall-out during the referendum campaign last month 
on the Stormont agreement.
The only beneficary from this disunity and petty squabbling 
which was caused by the Ulster Unionist Council’s surprise 
acceptance of the Good Friday deal has been the pan-lrish 
nationalist front
Throughout the debate leading into the 
referendum the Orange Order through the 
Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland has taken 
a consistent principled line that it could 
not recommend the agreement to the 
greater number of people in Northern 
Ireland.

This position has the overwhelming
been supported by majority of lodge

Wrong move
THE Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland has slammed the 
proposals for setting up a Commission to review the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary. Grand Lodge believes that the Chief 
Constable and his senior officers have the ability to review 
their role, without interference.

“The suggestion of the appointment of the last 
Governor of Hong Kong, Mr. Chris Patten, to head a 
Commission to reform the Royal Ulster Constabulary will 
bring no comfort to the members of the Loyal Orange 

Institution.
“It must be remembered that in the mid-1980s when Mr. 

Patten was a Minister in the Northern Ireland Office, that 
it was he who made the infamous decision in the City of 
Londonderry to change the council name to Derry City 
Council,” said the Grand Lodge statement.

members throughout 
Northern Ireland, as 
reflected by the vari­
ous resolutions and 
motions passed by 
county, district and 
private lodges.

The general view 
within Orangeism 
remains that the 
Good Friday deal is 
not in the best inter­
ests of the Unionist 
community and we 
must continue to 
highlight and change 
the deficiencies 
therein.
An election to a 
devolved assembly 
at Stormont will take 
place this month and 
it is vital that as 
many Unionists as

possible are 
returned to oppose 
undemocratic and 
unjust measures 
such as:

* All-lreland bodies with executive 
powers.

* The early release of terrorist 
prisoners.

* Inclusion of mechanisms designed 
to make further concessions to the 
Sinn Fein/Provisional IRA.

* Major changes in the standing of the 
RUC to suit a republican agenda.

* The continued operation of a Dublin 
secretariat on Northern Ireland soil.

* The inclusion of unreformed terrorists 
in executive positions.

The decommission­
ing of illegal terrorist 
weaponry must also 
be demanded by 
Unionists elected to 
the new Assembly 
and we must ensure 
that the right people 
are returned to fully 
represent the majori­

ty community in this 
Province.

In the referendum, 
a majority of the 
unionist people voted 
‘No’._______________

Remember, vote 
only for those union­
ists you can trust!

THE current political 
turmoil in the 
Province has 
renewed the argu­
ment about whether 
the links between the 
Orange Institution 
and the Ulster 
Unionist Party should 
be formally ended.

There are those 
who argue in favour 
of such a move, say­
ing it would benefit 
Unionism and make it 
more attractive for 
Roman Catholics who 
are pro-Union.

On the other hand 
there are many who 
steadfastly maintain 
that the Orange- 
Unionist link is a 
necessity in safe­
guarding Northern 
Ireland’s position 
within the link should 
end.

We would stress 
that the views pub­
lished are those of 
the contributors and 
not of the ‘Orange 
Standard’ but we 
believe it is democra­
tic and helpful to the 
political process, as 
well as to the well­
being of the Order to 
allow people to put 
their viewpoint on this 
important issue.

The ‘Standard’ 
would also welcome 
letters from readers 
on the topic.

Democratic right to vote ‘No’
ONE of the most ridicu­

lous arguments used in the 
‘Yes’ campaign on the 

Stormont Agreement was 
that if Ulster people did not 
support the Agreement they 
would be friendless 
throughout the world - a 

race of pariahs!

That argument was put 
forward in all seriousness 

and it reveals the extent to 
which those who seek to 

undermine loyal Ulster are 

prepared to go.

would mean some 160,000 
people killed - something 
which brings home the hor­
ror which loyal Ulstermen 
and women have had to 

endure.

It is true, of course, due 
in large measure to misin­
formation and the superiori­

ty of the republican propa­
ganda campaign that Ulster 
has mainly had a bad press 
across the war and in other 

parts of the world.

This has distorted the 

resulted in Ulster people 
being on the receiving end 
of ignorant allegations 

down the years.

In no way, however, 
should incessant anti-Ulster 
propaganda and its effects 
be used as a reason for 

Ulstermen and women to 
vote according to their con­
science - especially when 
their country’s future is at 
stake, and their very future 
as a race and an identifi­
able ethnic people.

The fact is that the free­

dom of Ulster people to 
choose what they want 
their future to be was pur­
chased at the cost of a 
huge amount of blood by 
their gallant forefathers. 
Ulster’s service to the 
Crown goes back to the 
days of the Plantation, the 
atrocities of 1641, the 
1688-90 period, and the 
loyalty of Yeomanry soldiers 

in the 1798 Rebellion.

In more recent times 
Ulster’s men and women 
have given of their lives in 
two World Wars and many 

other conflicts. How dare 
supporters of the ‘Yes’ 
cause to claim that defeat 
for a political formula would 
mean loyal Ulster people 
being regarded as pariahs.

The United Kingdom is 

now very much a pluralist 

society, and millions of the 

citizens are originally from 

the former Empire and new 

Commonwealth. Those 

people are now rightly 

regarded as full British citi­

zens and few would dare to 

challenge that assumption 

on the mainland.
How dare anyone to 

question the right of proud 
Ulster people to be consid­
ered inferior or outcasts in 
any way because they may 
vote contrary to what a 
British Government might 
wish.

Would anyone dare to 
suggest that Scots should 
be held up to ridicule 
because a sizeable number 
want independence or that 
Welsh people should not 
have equal rights because 
they want more say in their 
affairs?

Why should Ulster be any 
different.,? It insults the 
intelligence of Northern 
Ireland people - and the 
memory of the gallant dead 
of the Province - to suggest 
such a thing.

Ulster people have had 

nearly 30 years of a fear­
some terror campaign
inflicted on them, a cam­

paign which cost 3,600 
lives. Translated in main- 
land Britain terms that

true picture and it has 



PORTADOWN WOMEN 
have taken their stand for 
the Orangemen of that 
town having the right to 
parade along a main thor­
oughfare - Gatvaghy 
Road - on their return 
from the traditional 
Orange service at 
Drumcree.

The ‘Women of 
Portadown' proudly carried 
the Union Jack and Ulster 
flag at the head of the 
parade - and by doing so 
demonstrated that the fair 
sex are often the most 
loyal when it comes to 
making a stand.

Recently the writer saw 
a photograph of three 
women proudly displaying 
a Union Jack and it 
prompted the thought as to 
what became of those 
brave young women.

The poignant photograph 
was in a Southern Irish 
magazine and it showed 
three loyal Dublin girls 
declaring their allegiance to 
the Union Jack as they 
stood on the quayside at 
Dublin’s North Wall in 1922 
as the last British soldiers 
left the southern capital.

In 1922 there was still a 
large Protestant and loyal 

population in what is now 
the 26 counties of the Irish 
Republic. That population 
was strong enough to hold 
public Armistice Day ser­
vices throughout the 1920s 
and 30s until republican 
violence forced the loyal 
Dubliners and those in 
other parts of the country 
to forego that right.

A quiet and decent 
Protestant businessman 
called Armstrong was mur­
dered in that period 
because he displayed 
Flanders poppies in his 
shop windows, and British 
Legion standards carried at 
the head of Dublin branch­
es were thrown into the 
Liffey.

Gradually, what had 
been a strong and vibrant 
unionist and loyalist popu­
lation in Dublin and the 
south was eliminated. 
There were about 400,000 
Protestants in the Irish 
Free State in 1921 and 
today thee are less than 
100,000.

In the decade after 
Partition over 200,000 
Protestants fled the south, 
many of them forced out of 
the home their families had 
lived in for generations. 
There was an exodus to

Britain, to Northern Ireland 
and to Dominions like 
Canada.

It’s not a period of histo­
ry that Southern Irish politi­
cians like to be reminded 
about, and down the years 
there have been uncon­
vincing excuses put for­
ward for the huge reduc­
tion in the Protestant popu­
lation. Some southern 
observers even try to pre­
tend that Protestants were 
not forced out in sizeable 
numbers.

They would have to try 
hard to convince the sur­
vivors of those Protestants 
and Unionists who fled the 
South in the 1920s and live 
in parts of Northern 
Ireland, or their children 
and grandchildren who 
have heard about the eth­
nic cleansing carried out in 
those days.

Belfast, Portadown, 
Lisburn, Banbridge and 
other towns were havens 
in the 1920s for 
Protestants who fled 
Cavan, Monaghan and 
Donegal, as well as other 
parts of the south like 
Kingstown, Bray, Brandon 
and the midlands.

They were often forced 
out at gunpoint and in too 

many cases had to flee 
after members of their fam­
ilies had been murdered. 
The vast majority of these 
refugees were quiet, 
Christian people who 
sought conflict with no-one 
and whose only crime was 
loyalty.

There is a willingness on 
the part of many people in 
the Republic today to face 
up to the facts about this 
shameful episode in Irish 
history, but far too many 
still prefer the facts to be 
hidden.

Recently on southern 
television a Protestant who 
belongs to the Church of 
Ireland described how, as 
a young man, he was 
forced to his knees 
because he did not pay 
homage to a statue which 
was being carried by a 
huge number of Roman 
Catholics crossing 
O’Connell Bridge during 
the Eucharistic Congress in 
Dublin in 1932.

That man’s sense of out­
rage is still acute and even 
after all those years he 
was disgusted that as a 
member of the Church of 
Ireland he had been physi­
cally forced to take part in 
a public action of support 

for an act which was not 
part of his religious convic­

tions.
All this brings us back to 

the case of those three 
young Dublin girls who 
said their sad farewells to 
the Tommies as they left 
the shores of Ireland for 
home in 1922. Did those 
girls stay in the ‘new 
Ireland’ or did they, like so 
many of their co-religionists 
move out to start a new life 
in Britain or perhaps even 
Northern Ireland? It would 
be interesting to know the 
answer to that intriguing 
question but the odds are 
that they would have found 
the new Irish Free State so 
alien to their British-Irish 
culture that they would 
have been forced to move 
to more freer climes.

The ‘Women of 
Portadown’ and other 
Ulster towns have no wish 
to have to bow the knee to 
republican terror and to 
submerge their British and 
Ulster culture. Their numer­
ical strength and the 
dogged Ulster fighting spirit 
will be a key element in the 
continuing struggle to keep 
the Union Jack flying over 
this beleaguered part of ’ 
the United Kingdom.

International suppliers of the following:
L.O.L., R.B.P., A..B.O.D., AND 

MASONIC REGALIA
Hand painted presentation plaques, banners, 

flags, bunting etc.
Clubs, Association and Lodge Memorabillia. 
Nprthern Ireland’s only complete band uni­

form service- comprising of 
consultation before uniform ordering, and full 

after fitting service - all work guaranteed.

For free quotation contact :■ 
BRO. & SIR. KNT VICTOR STEWART 

13 Queen Street, Lurgan, Co, Armagh Bt66 BBQ 
Telephone (01762) 324070 
Facsimile (01762) 323578

Former 

District 

Master 

honoured

mer District Master r?' 
Kenneth Kelly by preseJ 

mg him with a 50-y 
medal and certificate

The medal and cerffi 
cate recognise the dedi 
cated service Bro. Kellv 
has given to Bally|ean ’ 
LOL No.11 during the pa! 

half-century.
Bro. Kelly also presided 

over the affairs of Richhill 
during a period of great 
expansion and supervised 
the highly praised 
arrangements for the 
County Armagh 12th July 
celebrations four years 
ago when Richhill District 
LOL No.2 hosted the 
demonstration.

The medal and certifi­
cate were presented to 
Bro. Kelly at a ceremony 
in Ballyleaney Orange 
Hall, Richhill, by Bro. 
Matthew Clarke, District 
Master.

Other brethren who 
paid tribute to Bro. Kelly 
included Bros. Roger Gill, 
Victor Bell, Trevor 
Anderson and Joe Lester.

“Make or 
break time”

THE Good Friday agree­
ment hammered out at 
Stormont attracted seri­
ous discussion at a spe­
cial meeting of Kilrea 
District LOL No. 5.

The document was dis­
sected by sevaral leading 
members with not one 
voice in favour. Lodge 
members found that the 
“preposterous” claims - 
John Taylor and Ken 
Maginnis were altogether 
too good to be whole 

some.
The dereliction of jus­

tice in favour of releasing 
many of Europe’s mos 
heinous criminals eary 
from prison and the giving 
of top committee posts 
“unreconstructed” mem; 
bers of Sinn Fein/IR 
caused most outrag _ 
While the government 
promise to promote 
culture at the expense o 
British culture came 

close third.
The Kilrea 

officers have
with all of the six pnv® 
lodges in the district, 
acknowledge that the 
erendum on May 
“make or break time i 
far as the cherished 
with Britain is concer 
They are unanimou 
their resolve to 
against the agreem a|| 
and they fully supp . ( 
those responsible uni 
leaders who are bac 
the “NO” campaign-^

Articles fro01 
readers most 

welcome^

LOL No-5 
consult^
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Brethren of LOL No.69 from Glasgow at Dan Winter’s Cottage.

Scottish brethren at Loughgall
AN all-Scotland dimen­
sion was in evidence at 
the famous landmark in 
the Diamond, Co. 
Armagh, recently when 
the first duly constituted 
meeting of a lodge from 
the Scottish jurisdiction 
held their April meeting in 
Dan Winter’s Cottage in 
the picturesque sur­
roundings at Loughgall.

Hutchesontown True 
Blues LOL No.69, members 
of Glasgow Southside 
Orange and Purple District 
No.49, held a momentous 
and unique meeting on 
Saturday, April 11, to cele­
brate this special year in the 
history of their lodge. On 
November 22, 1929, the 
inauguration of LOL No.69 
took place in the Dixon 
halls, Glasgow. The lodge 
therefore celebrates the 
69th anniversary of their 
warrant this year and decid­
ed to mark the milestone in 
a unparalleled manner befit­
ting such an unusual 
anniversary.

Last year the lodge trea­
surer, Bro. Eddie 
McGonnell, had the delight­
ful opportunity to visit Dan 
Winter’s Cottage whilst he 
was on holiday last July, 
and was overwhelmed with 
the hospitality shown to him 
by his very informative 

guide for the day, Mrs. Hilda 
Winter.

Bro. McGonnell was 
informed by the lady in 
question that recently a 
number of lodges in Ulster 
had in fact held a meeting in 
this profoundly moving loca­
tion. Bro. McGonnell then 
asked Mrs. Winter as to her 
feelings regarding a lodge 
from Scotland convening in 
Dan’s home, and was given 
a very enthusiastic 
response. On his return he 
conveyed this to his lodge 
meeting and unanimously 
the lodge decided to take up 
the offer from Mrs. Winter.

Considering the pitfalls in 
trying to arrange such a 
matter between the two dif­
ferent jurisdictions of our 
Orange family, the lodge 
sought the counsel of their 
Grand Secretary, Bro. Jack 
Ramsay in how to bring the 
matter to a satisfactory con­
clusion. Bro. Ramsay con­
tacted his Grand Lodge 
counterpart in Ireland, and 
almost immediately, 
approval was given by the 
Co. Grand Lodge of Armagh 
and GOLI. The dream had 
now become a reality!

On arrival at the cottage 
the Glasgow brethren were 
met with an extremely warm 
welcome, in more ways 
than one! On proceeding 
into Dan’s living room for 

the lodge meeting they were 
met by a beautiful log fire, 
which lent a special ambi­
ence to the historical sur­
roundings.

The meeting was opened 
by the Worthy Master, Bro. 
Jim Struthers, who gave a 
very moving address con­
sidering the surroundings 
and the fact that he had 
become the first Scotsman 
as Worthy Master to have 
the privilege to open a 
meeting under the auspices 
of the GOLS in the very 
cradle of our illustrious 
Orange Institution.

The humble moment of 
the day was when their 
longest serving member, 
Bro. Harry Bryan, PM and 
Bro. Alex Gilmour, PM, 
HDGM, County Grand 
Lodge of Glasgow led in Mr. 
Donald Bryan for reinstate­
ment into Lodge No.69. Bro. 
Bryan senior’s son now 
lives in Comber, Co. Down 
and having intimated his 
intention to rejoin the lodge, 
the members felt it would be 
fitting to reinstate at this sig­
nificant occasion. 20 mem­
bers were in attendance 
and a special thanks must 
go to the only visitor present 
at the meeting, Bro. Eddie 
Leitch, DM, LOL, for taking 
care of all travelling 
arrangements.

At the conclusion of the 
thought-provoking meeting 
Mrs. Winter presented LOL 
No.69 with a signed diploma 
denoting them as 
“Scotland’s First” which 
was followed by the lodge 
chaplain Bro. George 
Wilson saying grace, before 
brethren were treated to a 
spread laid on by Mrs. Hilda 
Winter. An informal chat 
then took place with Mrs. 
Winter’s knowledge and 
enthusiasm for depicting the 
‘bygone days of yore”, an 
enjoyable occasion which 
would stir the heart of any 
Orangeman fortunate 
enough to speak to this 
remarkable lady.

The only sad note was 
the absence of lodge 
founder member, Bro. 
James Addies who sadly 
passed away on February 
3, at the grand old age of 
91, giving a lifetime of ser­
vice to the lodge (69 years). 
Also the tragic blow the 
brethren received on their 
return to Glasgow to find 
their secretary, Bro. James 
Gormley, who had put so 
much hard work into the 
ground-breaking trip but 
unfortunately was too ill to 
travel, sadly seen him pass 
to the Grand Lodge above, 
two days after the meeting.

To these two brethren 
Lodge No.69 dedicate this 
momentous achievement.

WM Bro. Jim Struthers presents Mrs. Hilda Winter with a cheque for restoration fund.

OBITUARY

WOR. BRO. ADAM BUSTARD
County Donegal Grand Master

THE death has taken place 
suddenly at his home in 
Screen, Co. Donegal of 
Wor. Bro. Adam Bustard.

Bro. Bustard led a busy 
and active life. He made a 
valuable contribution in the 
community around him and 
to the organisations in 
which he was involved. He 
was a caring family man, 
who was devoted to his 
wife Florrie and family, and 
was a life-long member of 
the select vestry and a 
faithful attender of Laghey 
Church of Ireland.

Amongst his qualities 
were his steadfastness 
and commitment to the 
Orange Order, Royal Black 
Institution, Ballinakillew 
Apprentice Boys, Masonic 
Order and Moyne Pipe 
Band.

His rector, Canon 
Trimble, who conducted 
the service paid tribute to 
Bro. Bustard, assisted by 
Bro. John Deane, Lay 
Chaplain of Bro. Bustard’s 
private Orange lodge. Bro. 
Bustard’s grandson, Bro. 
Robert Love read a lesson 
and Canon Trimble laid his 
badge of office on the cof­
fin during the service in the 
church. Among those pre­
sent were Grand Lodge of 
Ireland officers and many 
other brethren from most 
Northern Ireland counties, 
and the brethren of 
Counties Leitrim, Cavan, 
Monaghan, Raphoe 
District No.3 and the offi­
cers and brethren of Co. 
Donegal.

A memorial service in 
thanksgiving for the life 
and work of Wor. Bro. 
Adam Bustard was held in 
Laghey Parish Church.

The late Wor. Bro. 
Bustard who was 84 when 
he died, had been a mem­
ber of the Loyal Orange 
Institution of Ireland for 67 
years; Master of Moyne 
LOL No.1145 for 59 years; 
Deputy Master of Ballintra 
District No.1 for 22 years; 
County Grand Master of 
Donegal for 20 years and 
Deputy Grand Master of 
Ireland for 14 years.

Wor. Bro. Warren Porter, 
Assistant Grand Master of 
Ireland, also Grand 
Chaplain of Ireland, gave 
the address and paid a 
very fine tribute to Bro. 
Bustard. The collection 
was for the LEMOOS.

The Grand Master of 
Ireland, Wor. Bro. Robert 
Saulters, and other Grand 
Lodge officers, county offi­
cers, district officers and 
private lodge officers paid 
glowing tributes to Wor. 
Bro. Bustard and sympa­
thised with his wife and 
family.
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Support our advertisers

Manufacturers of L.O.L., R.B.P., Apprentice Boys 
and Masonic Regalia

Also woven, wire & enamel badges, flags, lodge 
ties and accessories. 

EMBROIDERY SPECIALISTS 
Sweaters, Polo Shirts, Sweatshirts, etc.

For full details of our entire range of products 

contact:
121 MARKET STREET, TANDRAGEE, 

Co. ARMAGH BT62 2BS 
Te/.7Fax: (01762) 841753

Hours of business:
Tuesday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Satuirday 9 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.



TEL : 01265 521$ 
9 Beresford Roa<L 

Coleraine BT52 1LW

ENTERPRISES

Now introducing the 
‘VICSON’ DRUM

New on the market, our own 28’ flute band 
drum complete with painted heads and 
painted wooden shell - ask for details 

Stocking all the PREMIER and ANDANTE 
range of goods at unbeatable prices 
Services included - trade-in, tutoring, 

repair and tuning, for free advice 
contact

Bro. V. Stewart or Ian Lawson
13 Queen Street, Lurgan, Co. Armagh BT66 8BQ 

Telephone (01762) 324070 
Fax:(01762)326578

A new group has been 
formed in Co. Antrim 
with the aim of support­
ing the Ulster Land and 
Property Company.

The Co. Antrim Loyal 
Orange Women’s Support 
Group are producing a 
range of souvenirs bearing 
a specially commissioned 
logo.

The official launch of the 
souvenirs was held in 
West Belfast Orange Hall 
on Wednesday, April 15 in 
the presence of the Grand 
Mistress of the Association 

of Loyal Orangewomen of 
Ireland, Sister Doreen 
Williamson and the Grand 
Master of the Grand 
Orange Lodge of Ireland, 
Bro. Robert Saulters.

The group intend to pro­
duce such items as tea­
spoons, tea towels and 
fridge magnets.

For further information 
please contact either Mrs. 
Jennifer Palmer, 18a 
Culcavy Road, 
Hillsborough or Mrs. 
Margaret Tolerton, 2 
Killowen Mews, Lisburn. 

Divine 
service
THE Apprentice Boys 
Derry, Browning 
Aughnacloy Branch b 
their annual divinebe|( 
in Aughnacloy

Roughan Silver Band '
The service was 

ducted by the minister J 
Rev. J.W, Sweeney w 
preached a most inSpirin 
changing and spirits 
uplifting sermon, takin 
the theme of his messaa! 
from ‘The Cross of ou 
Blessed Lord jesu, 
Christ”.

The Aughnaclo,
Methodist Churcl 
Quartet, led by Mt 
Sweeney on guitar, san. 
two beautiful sacrei 
pieces entitled "Pass Mi 
Not O Gentle Savioui 
and “Drinking at th 
Springs of Living Water”.

The collection in aid c 
the Apprentice Boy 
Welfare Fund, was take 
up by the Governor of th 
Apprentice Boys, Brc 
Alistair Simpson and th 
chairman of the Mid-Ulste 
Amalgamated Committei 
Bro. John McKennell.

During the service th 
Rev. Sweeney dedicate 
two new Union flags.

^Anderson 
----print 
GENERAL PRINTERS 

Leaflets, Raffle Tickets, 
Brochures, Order of 
Service’ Magazines, 
Dance Tickets Band 

Stickers all at keenest 
prices

Wedding Stationery a Speciality 

32 Maynooth road, 
Richhill

Co. Armagh
V (01762) 871560^

Hydraulics
For all your Hydraulic 
requirements contact

B. G. Ssles &
Hydraulics

Kinalien, Dromara 
Tel: (01238) 532144 or 

after hours 
(01238) 532903

Positive action STAR TROPHIES
For all your trophy needs, plus engraving service.

CONTACT COLIN OR MAUREEN 
TEL: BANBRIDGE (018206) 23702
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Sandy Row boost for 
Brownlow House

On the occasion of the 
installation dinner of 
No.3 Royal Black District 
Chapter, Sandy Row, 
Belfast the Worshipful 
District Master, Sir Knt. 
William Elliott, PM and 
Sir Knights of the District 
presented a cheque for 
the Brownlow House, 
Lurgan, Restoration 
Fund to Sir Knight 
Samuel Gardiner, County 
Grand Master of Armagh 
and Chairman of 
Brownlow House

trustees.

The installation of officers 
was conducted by Sir 
Knight the Rev. Dr. Victor 
Ryan, IDGM, County 
Grand Master of the City of 
Belfast and Sir Knt. the 
Rev. William Hoey, PM, 
Deputy County Grand 
Master. They were assist­
ed by Sir Knt. Fred 
McGookin, PM, IDGM, 
County Registrar and Sir 
Knt. James McConnell, 
PM, County Censor.

Pictured are, left to right: Sir Knights James Shaw, 
RBPNo.1076; Eddie Morrow, District Chaplain, RBP 
No.329; William Elliott, WDM, RBP No.855; Samuel 
Gardiner, County Grand Master of Armagh; John 
Lyons, RBPNo.901; John Smith, District Registrar, 
RBP No.1039 and Colin Berry, Deputy District 
Registrar, RBP No.330.

Lodge
A PORTADOWN Orange 
lodge recently held its 
monthly meeting in 
unlikely surroundings - a 
room in Dan Winter’s cot­
tage at the famous 
Diamond near Loughgall.

The brethren of 
Wesleyan Temperance 
LOL No.161 found it an 
inspiring and fascinating 
experience to hold their 
meeting in a cottage which 
means so much to the 
Orange Institution.

It ensured the biggest 
turnout at the lodge’s 
monthly meeting in years 
and the brethren were not 
surprised to find that they 
were not the first to hold a 
meeting at this unique spot.

Mrs. Hilda Winter, owner 
of the cottage, who gave a 
brief account of the history 
of the cottage which played 
such a leading role in the 
formation of the Orange 
Order following the Battle of 
the Diamond in 1795, said 
there have been visits by 
other lodges from different 
areas of the Province in 
recent years.

The cottage, which was 
last lived in as a family 
home by members of the 

gins and recognise the 
importance of preserving 
buildings which have a link 
with their origin.

The Orange Order is no 
exception and that is why 
the Diamond is a name 
which is held in such high 
esteem.

The cottage is open daily 
and during the summer 
months Mrs. Winter is kept 
busy showing visitors, 

many of them from over­
seas, around the building 
and the many interesting 
Orange artifacts and sou­
venirs.

After enjoying a cup of 
tea and eatables provided 
by Mrs. Winter, the brethren 
of LOL No. 161, through 
their Worshipful Master, 
Bro. David Burrows, pre­
sented a sum of money 

holds meeting in unlikely
surroundings

and Country in 1914, and to 
them the Diamond was the 
birthplace of their Order, 
which nurtured and encour­
aged their loyalty.

It has been the same 
closer to home in Scotland, 
that great Orange jurisdic­
tion and Liverpool the home 
of. English Orangeism - the 
cottage at the Diamond 
adorns many banners in 
those countries.

which will be used towards 
the upkeep of this famous 
cottage.

Mrs. Winter then present­
ed the lodge with a certifi­
cate to mark their visit to the 
cottage.

Added interest for the 
brethren was that the 
Purple degree was con­
ferred during the evening 
on their youngest member, 
Bro. Paul Proctor. The 
degree was administered 
by Bros. Bob Guy and 
Robert Oliver, and was one 
of the highlights of a memo­
rable occasion.

Any lodge seeking infor­
mation about visits to the 
cottage can phone Mrs. 
Winter at (01762) 851344. 
It is open daily from 10.30 
am to 5.30 pm, Sundays 2 
pm to 5.30 pm, and evening 
visits by request.

It is vital that the Order 
plans for the future and 
treasures the freedom and 
liberty handed down to the 
present. But it is also very 
important to remember the 
great legacy handed down 
from the past.

All great societies and 
organisations pay the 
utmost respect to their ori-

Winter family including 
Hilda’s husband, the late 
Robert Winter, in 1953, was 
built prior to 1760.

That in itself makes the 
cottage a priceless link with 
the past, as there are few 
buildings of that age still in 
existence in Northern 
Ireland.

What memories the cot­
tage evokes. From those 
days in the 1760s the cot­
tage has stood as a sentinel 
to Protestantism in this part 
of County Armagh during 
centuries of turbulence and 
upheaval which has seen 
the birth and demise of the 
world’s mightiest empire - 
the British Empire - and the 
shifting fortunes of Irish 
Protestantism.

The cottage played a 
leading role in the birth of 
an Order which has spread 
in the two centuries since to 
far-flung corners of the 
Empire and Common­
wealth. Men in far-off 
Toronto and Melbourne, in 
Capetown and Boston who, 
during their lifetime never 
set foot in Ireland cherished 
the name of the Diamond.

Thousands of
Orangemen from Canada 
rallied to the cause of King

DUE TO DEMAND, BRO. 
ANDERSON HAS MOVED 
BUSINESS PREMISES
* Province-wide
* Top Quality Guaranteed 
t txpert Attention

30 years professional 
experience.
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Unity is strength
WE are exceedingly unhappy with a situation 
which has unionists attacking unionists on mat­
ters of crucial importance to everyone who is for 
the Union. The main contention and contest is on 
who is strengthening or weakening the Union. 
Whatever the result of the Referendum it is cer­
tain, in the midst of uncertainties, that the recon­
ciliation of those who voted NO or YES promises 
to be a daunting task. Publicly expressed dis­
agreements in speeches and statements, and 
reported in the media in most derogatory, some­
times abusive terms, will not be forgotten. And 
yet it is a necessity for the future of Northern 
Ireland in the United Kingdom that unionists 
come together to ensure that the Union is main­
tained, and that those who would break the link 
are prevented from attaining their goal. It is hard 
to see how divided, shattered, Unionism can 
have the strength to withstand the pressures of 
those against it, openly as adversaries or covert­
ly as false friends. Whatever the effect of the 
agreement and the result of the Referendum, 
there has to be an acceptance of that which 
changes the political environment here in ways 
likely to be revolutionary, certainly predictable in 
their consequences. There must be many uncer­
tainties in the wake of decisions made by those 
who retain the means of disruption and destruc­
tion. Unpredictable, uncertain, are words appro­
priate for the way ahead regardless of what 
shape politics take. Because the Orange 
Institution has been heavily involved in the con­
troversy over the agreement and Referendum 
with brethren holding contrary positions on 
them, the effect on us has been considerable. 
The meeting Orange leaders had with the Prime 
Minister at 10 Downing Street on May 7 demon­
strated the depth of their concern for what had 
been agreed. Grand Lodge officials articulated 
their unease on what they perceived as not hav­
ing been properly addressed in the agreement - 
policing and the future of the RUC; prisoner 
release; republican participation in the proposed 
Assembly at executive level; and over all the fact 
that the gun and the bomb are not gone from the 
Ulster scene. Decommissioning is the philoso­
phy of intent, but the practicalities of life here are 
that terrorism continues, and breakaway terror 
groups proliferate without restraint from the 
ceasefire paramilitary organisations to which 
they belonged. We are in that state when what is 
most needed is the acceptance of realities and 
the determination that whatever the cost the 
good of Ulster is what really matters. That could 
mean adapting to circumstances unexpected 
and unpleasant, but no one should doubt that 
there is a struggle ahead in which the union 
forces must be capable of facing up unitedly to 
the powers ranged against them. In unity is 
strength; in disunity is defeat and disaster.

DEBATE ON ORANGEISM
The General Synod of the Church of Ireland 
meeting in Dublin, May 11-15 heard a report on 
sectarianism in which reference was made to a 
meeting of a sub-committee on Loyal Orders at 
Church of Ireland House, Belfast, with Orange 
Order representatives, Lord Molyneaux, the Rev. 
Dr. S.E. Long and the Rev. William T. Hoey. There 
was a frank exchange of views, especially on the 

relationship of the Church of Ireland and the 
Orange Institution in an exercise which we have 
reason to believe was educational and enlighten­
ing to the members of the sub-committee. It is 
necessary when looking at the relationship 
which has never been official, but always real 
and meaningful, to recall the age and extent of 
that association. A few categorical statements 
are necessary. Many founder members of the 
Orange Institution were members of the Church 
of Ireland. It was in defence of their church, faith 
and culture that they joined together to face their 
Roman Catholic attackers, the Defenders, at the 
Battle of the Diamond, in Co. Armagh, on 
September 21, 1795. The new Orange Order on 
its founding after the battle in Loughgall, pro­
duced a short time later, a service and ceremony 
to be used at lodge meetings. This ritual had an 
easily recognisable indebtedness to the Book of 
Common Prayer, 1662. The Protestant emphasis 
of Orangeism was originally Anglican. 
Presbyterian influence in size and consequence 
came after the Hillsborough Rally, October 30, 
1834, when the Rev. Dr. Henry Cooke encour­
aged the coming together of Protestants in a 
pan-Protestantism which would be inclusive and 
not exclusive. Many of the leaders in Orangeism 
as its beginnings then was by laity and clergy of 
the Church of Ireland. Among the clergymen 
were T.F. Knipe, George Knipe, Snowden 
Cuppies, George Maunsil and Philip Johnston 
were Orange Order officers from 1796. George 
Blacker is credited with writing “The 
Qualifications of an Orangeman”, his father 
Stewart Blacker, preached the first sermon to 
Orangemen in Drumcree Parish Church in 1817 
when he was rector of the parish. And also in the 
19th century were Dr. Thomas Drew and Dr. 
Richard Rutledge Kane, successively rectors of 
Christ Church, Belfast. In this century there was 
Louis Crooks, William Eames, H.O. Lindsay, 
W.H.N. Fisher and Charles Harding; the bishops 
Dr. W.S. Kerr and Dr. Cyril Elliott and pre-1914 Dr. 
John Baptist Crozier, was Archbishop of 
Armagh, Primate of all Ireland and an Orange 
Grand Lodge chaplain. It was as chaplains in 
lodges and often in the company of their parish­
ioners that the clergy were most involved as pas­
tors and teachers. Incidentally, Bishop Robert 
Heavener is a serving Grand Chaplain. Orange 
services, that is church services with 
Orangemen in regalia in attendance, came into 
being in 1796. Orangemen attended them on the 
invitation of the incumbents of parishes. They 
paraded to church as witnesses to their Christian 
faith. The form and ordering of the service is the 
responsibility of the incumbent and the preacher 
is someone of his choice. There is no antipathy 
to the Church of Ireland in Orangeism, on the 
contrary the reality is that the continuing influ­
ence of Church of Ireland members in the 
Institution is good, rational, sensitive and perti­
nent to the thinking of those who are committed 
to the Reformed Faith and the benefits it brings 
to individuals and societies. In a country con­
stantly injured by the violence of tongue, pen 
and hand, the influence of the Orange Institution 
has been considerable and important in moder­
ating and thinking of people who believe them­
selves to be continuously under attack. It has 
persuaded many to think positively and temper­
ately. It is to be hoped that the General Synod, 

with several Orangemen in attendance, recog­
nised the value of a church and organisation 
relationship which has been beneficial to both. 
And not to be swayed by those who for their own 
reasons are not in sympathy with Orangeism and 
the Protestantism for which it stands.

REVISED RULES
After lengthy, intensive and comprehensive, 
studies on the Constitution, Laws and 
Ordinances of the Loyal Orange Institution of 
Ireland, the Rules Revision Committee will pre­
sent its report, and the revised document, to the 
half-yearly meeting of the Grand Lodge in June. 
The committee invited and received submissions 
for alterations, clarifications and changes in the 
last revision and publication of the “rule book” in 
1967 from brethren and lodges. These were col­
lated and examined to ensure that every effort 
was made to make this revision of 1998 a clear 
and accurate publication of the Constitution, 
Laws and Ordinances by which the Orange 
Institution is structured and administered, the 
need for such a book of rules and regulations is 
obvious. An organisation must have its terms of 
reference for the proper understanding and 
appreciation of its origins, objectives, principles 
and policies; and for a statement on its stan­
dards for personal behaviour, fraternal and com­
munity relations. All things obey fixed laws. In 
such a comprehensive work there has to be pre­
cise detail to ensure that brethren understand 
what are the essentials for the better manage­
ment and control of the Institution. Familiarity 
with the Constitution, Laws and Ordinances is to 
be encouraged by constant and frequent refer­
ence to them, to know them, not just to make 
occasional use of them. They state what is 
required of Orangemen in every conceivable sit­
uation and circumstance. They demand obedi­
ence. There are penalties for disobedience. Laws 
are not laws without pressure behind them. And 
laws in their essence “are the very bulwarks of 
liberty. They define every man’s rights and stand 
between and defend the individual liberties of all 
men.” The Constitution, Laws and Ordinances, 
based on the primary principles of sincerity, hon­
esty, loyalty, charity, humanity, justice and equi­
ty is intended to give shape and substance to the 
workings of our Orange brotherhood. The 
Orange Institution is not to be judged on its rules 
and regulations but on the quality of its mem­
bers. Its Constitution, Laws and Ordinances are 
by Orangemen for Orangemen whose vows and 
promises are to be kept in the spirit of an 
Orangeism which is totally Christian in faith and 
practice. There is always the underlying principle 
- “Laws often allow what honour forbids”. The 
indebtedness of the Institution to the Rules 
Revision Committee is best expressed in the 
brethren’s wise use of this definitive reference 
book for Orangemen. The health of the 
Institution is dependent on the necessity to “play 
by the rules”.

EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT SOCIETY 
Preaching, teaching and defending Biblical Protestantism.

Deputation to Lodges, Churches etc. 
Protestant books, tracts etc.

Contact Rev Ray Pulman on 01232 325608 
. Or call in to 2nd floor, Howard Buildings 
Howard Street, Belfast. 9.30-lpm Mon - Fri_____
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- - - - - Election of officers

Some of the officers and visitors at the election of officers for Star of Bethlehem 
RBP No. 682 held in Killen Orange Hall recently. Front row, left to right: Sir Knights 
H. Monteith, Reg.; R. Scott, Chap.; J. Burke, WM; R. McKelvey, DM; L. Forbes, 
Treas.; H. Speer, 1st Lecturer. Middle row, S. Burke, H. Baxter, T. Livingstone, W. 
Wilson, W. Morrow, B. Graham. Back row: K. Vaughan, J. Gilbraith, J. Porter, H. 
Ellis, R. Watson, G. Haslett.

THE election of offi­
cers took place in 
Killen Orange Hall 
recently.

A number of visiting 
Sir Knights were pre­
sent from Donegal and 
Fermanagh, the results 
of the election are as 
follows:

WM, Sir Knt. Jack 
Burke; DM, Sir Knt. 
Robert McKelvey; 
Chaplain, Sir Knt. Robert 
Scott; Reg., Sir Knt. 
Harry Monteith; 
Treasurer, Sir Knt. Leslie 
Forbes; 1st Lecturer, Sir 

Knt. Howard Speer; 2nd 
Lecturer, Sir Knt. Robert 
McKelvey; 1st Censor, 
Sir Knt. Ivan Clarke; 2nd 
Censor, Sir Knt. Kenneth 
Vaughan; Standard 
Bearers, Sir Knt. Neville 
Sproule, Sir Knt. Eden 
Rankin; Pursuivant, Sir

Knt. Joe Porter; 
Committee Foreman, Sir 
Knt. Roy Watson; 1st Sir 
Knt. John Bogle, Sir Knt. 
Andrew Caldwell, Sir 
Knt. Gary Sproul, Sir 
Knt. Kenneth Lyttle, Sir 
Knt. Mervyn Burke and 
Sir Knt. Joe Gilbraith.

After the election of 
officers the presiding 
officer, Wor. Sir Knt. Ellis 
wished the newly elect­
ed officers a happy year 
in office and went on to 
say that the days ahead 
were going to be difficult 
and that only strong 
leadership and prayerful 
deliberations would see 
a happy end to 1998, the 
newly elected WM Sir 
Knt. Jack Burke replied 
accordingly.

A most appetising sup­
per was served up by the 
ladies committee.

Killen WM and DM enjoying a time of fellowship with some of the visitors at the 
election of officers. Left to right: Wor. Sir Knights Roland Stevenson, WM RBP 
No.400; George Haslett, Asst. Reg. RBP No.400; Jack Burke, WM; Robert McKelvey, 
DM and Harold Ellis, presiding officer.

For the

“The Orange-Unionist 
link has served the Ulster 
Unionist Party and the 
Order well for over 100 
years and I believe it 
should be maintained. I 
believe the vast majority 
of Orangemen would 
agree with me."

strong component in the 
Unionist Party.

“Bro. Faulkner argued 
that were the Order to 
walk away from its 
Unionist connection it 
would lose a great deal of 
its power and prestige. He 
claimed it would become 
a mere cultural organisa­
tion, celebrating a carnival 
on July 12, but not taken 
seriously by the political 
parties and especially the 
governments who run this 
country.

“Many including the 
writer would point to the 
fact that Prime Minister 
Tony Blair was anxious to 
hear the Orange view­
point on the Good Friday 
Agreement. He recog­
nised that Orangeism 
played a key role in the 
Unionist Party and that its 
views could not be 
ignored.

“Would Mr. Blair have 
been so willing to receive 
an Orange deputation to 
No. 10 Downing Street if 
the Order did not have 
political strength? I think 
not.

“The argument that to 
break the Orange link

THE case for retaining the 
Orange-Unionist link is 
made by a County Down 
Orangeman.

“The Ulster Unionist 
Party was born out of the 
Orange Institution, and 
from the very earliest 
days it has been nurtured 
and encouraged by 
Orangemen.

“Orangemen have 
played a leading role in its 
councils from the very 
start and have always 
been welcomed at every 
level in the party.

“Sir James Craig, the 
first Prime Minister of 
Northern Ireland was an 
Orangeman and Unionist. 
He always said that he 
was an Orangeman first 
and Unionist second, but 
that did not prevent him 
from being party leader 
and guiding Northern 
Ireland through its difficult 
formative years.

“In more recent times 
the late Bro. Brian 
Faulkner, one of the most 
accomplished politicians 
in these islands, always 
maintained that the 
Orange Order gained 
immensely from being a 

link 
would strengthen 
Unionism’s appeal to 
Roman Catholics and 
mean an influx of mBrn 
bers of that faith intof. 
party is a spurious and 
unrealistic one. Rorrian 
Catholics are notwillinain 
come forward in largs 0 
numbers to join the partv 
because of pressure fL 
their own community

“Many of course do 
vote Unionist in elections 
and will continue to do so 
Some, and they are hig^ 
respected, belong to the 
party and are to be 
admired.

“But it is rather insulting 
to the Orange Order to 
suggest that its link with 
the Ulster Unionist Party 
is a deterrent to Roman 
Catholics, or indeed any 
non-Orange people join­
ing the party.

Installation 

of officers

Ballygawley Total Abstinence RBP No.#1- 
Aughnacloy District Royal Black Chapter No.3, Co­
Tyrone, installation of officers for 1998. Front row, leI 
to right: Sir Knights David Brush (WM), Ja'”eS 
Cochrane (DM), and David Davidson (DM). Back ro > 
Jett to right: Sir Knights Robert Gilchrist (Lectu'er’ 
Omagh District), Harold Erskine (Registrar), ‘ 
Givan (DDM), and Mervyn Little, Treasurer. ___

Crossbar
Sir Knight 
honoured
Crossgar Sir Knight James 
McCormick was honoured for 50 years 
service in the William Johnston 
Memorial No.180, Crossgar. Back row, 
left to right: Sir Knights Eric McClurg, 
Hugh McClure, David Eyron, Robert 
Greer, John McMillan, Will Pentland, 
David Cranston. Front row, left to 
right: Sir Knights James Brownlee PM 
(DDM), Alan Brownlee (WM), James 
McCormick PM, Maurice McCormick 
(DM) Trevor Jackson (Chaplain) and 
John McMurray, District Chaplain.
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Orange Hall 
celebrates 50 years

FIFTY years ago 
Killycopple Orange Lodge 
was completed, the work on 
changing Drumgaw Old 
School into the new 
Killycopple Orange Hall.

The records of the lodge 
show that on May 1, 1946 a 
committee was formed to 
carry out all the necessary 
business connected with 
acquiring the old Drumgaw 
School so that it could be 
converted into a new 
Orange Hall for the lodge.

On July 1, 1946 Bro. 
David Ballentine gave an 
account to the lodge on the 
work carried out on acquir­
ing the school. The premis­
es were then valued at 
£100, and the committee 
proposed that the school 
should be bought. The 
members of the lodge 
agreed, and each member 
agreed to donate the sum of 
£1 each to the cost of the 
new hall.

By December 4, 1946 it 
was reported that the pur­
chase had been completed 
and that work would now 
commence to change 
Drumgaw School into 
Killycopple Orange Hall.

On April 2, 1947 the sum 
of £25 was paid to Bro. 
James Woods for work car­
ried out on the new hall.

At the June meeting of 
the lodge the treasurer 

£?9dql °mr the SUm of 
£29-9-4 (£24.46p), this 
b ng the outstanding 
account due to ‘Hillocks’ 
who had supplied the vari­
ous building materials.

The new Killycopple 
Orange Hall was officially 
opened on July 2, 1947.

Over the years the hall 
has been well maintained, 
with several extensions 
being carried out over the 
years with the result that 
both the lodge and 
Killycopple Orange Hall are 
in excellent condition.

To celebrate the 50 
years of Orangeism the 
lodge held an Orange Ball. 
The Worshipful Master, Bro. 
William Gray welcomed all 
to the celebration, and invit­
ed Bro. James Nicholson, 
MEP„ to open the ball. The 
parade for the ball was per­
formed by members of LOL 
No.345, assisted by their 
very good friends from LOL 
No.540. Wor. Bro. George 
Emerson performed the var­
ious songs connected to the 
presentation of the Orange 
Ball. Wor. Bro. Thomas 
Watson thanked all who had 
taken part in the parade for 
the Orange Ball.

After the formal parade, 
the members of the lodge, 
and their guests held a very 
successful dance and social 
evening.

Against the link
BOTH our contributors to 
the Orange-Unionist link 
have asked us not to 
publish their names and 
we acceded to that 
request.

The case for the ending 
the link between the 
Orange Order and the 
Ulster Unionist Party is 
made by a brother from 
County Armagh.

“I must stress that I have 
absolutely nothing against 
the Ulster Unionist Party 
and in general would sup­
port its positive stand for 
the Union.

“But I do feel that the 
Orange link is not one ben­
eficial to either party, but 
especially to the Orange 
Order. I don’t think it right 
that the Order should have 
delegates entitled to attend 
the Council or the annual 
conference of the Ulster 
Unionist Party.

*■ “I know from my contacts 
with fellow brethren that 
quite a few are not in 
favour of the link. Several 
would be DUP members or 
supporters, another couple 
would favour Alliance, and 
in a normal political climate 
would support Labour, or 
certainly the Northern 
Ireland Labour Party.

“I would fall into that 
camp. I can recall as a boy 
an election in County 
Armagh in which a well- 
known Orangeman from 
Bessbrook, Tom Martin, 
stood as a Commonwealth 
Labour candidate. He 
opposed the sitting mem­
ber, Dr. George Dougan, of 
Portadown, an Ulster 
Unionist.

“Dr. Dougan won the 
election comfortably and 
behaved with the dignity 
and fair play befitting the 
man. But quite a few 
Unionist supporters resort­
ed to a smear campaign 
accusing Martin of being 
practically a traitor to the 
Unionist camp because he 
was “splitting the vote”.

“Yet Martin’s Orange 
credentials were immacu­
late and he was held in the 
highest regard in 
Bessbrook. The things said 
about him were most unfair 
and certainly not in the 
nature of fair play.

“Years later, when there 
was a strong NILP pres­
ence in central Armagh, 
the Orange Order had 
many outstanding mem­
bers in Portadown, Richhill, 
Lurgan and other towns 
who were members of 
Labour Party branches.

“Men like Tom Newell, 
Wesley Cardwell and Earl 
Wright were as true to their 
Orange principles as any 
Unionist and yet when it 
came to elections for 
Portadown Borough 
Council it was implied that 
they were less loyal than 
the Ulster Unionist candi­
dates - even though some 
of those candidates were 
not Orangemen!

“I appreciate that things 
are said at election time 
which are emotional and 
not with any great malice, 
but mud can stick and in 
the 1950s and 60s it was 
not easy for Northern 
Ireland Labour men, even 
though they were 
Orangemen, to oppose 
Unionists.

“The Orange Order is a 
broad church and should 
be able to accommodate 
many political points of 
view. In the light of what 
happened in the past, and 
also in recent years, I 
believe it would benefit 
both the Order and the 
Unionist Party if the formal 
link was broken.

“It would not damage the 
Unionist Party to any great 
extent as most Orangemen 
will probably continue to 
vote for the party, but it 

would enable Bio. David 
Trimble and others to 
appeal to Roman Catholics 
to join their party without 
having any Orange con­
nection.

“I certainly believe the 
Orange Order would bene­
fit from such a break. Many 
potential candidates have 
been put off joining the 
Orange because they felt 
that they did not want to be 
connected to a political 
party, however tenuous 
that link might be.

‘There are men who are 
deeply religious and abhor 
party politics and I am con­
vinced that these men 
could be recruited to the 
Order if they were satisfied 
it was entirely a religious 
and cultural organisation, 
devoid of any political links.

“Of course if the link is 
broken the Unionist Party 
would have to look for 
alternative premises to 
hold many of its meetings 
as Orange Halls would be 
out - but that is surely a 
challenge a political party 
should be confident 
enough to meet.

“It is time to end the polit­
ical link with the Unionist 
Party and I would encour­
age those who are cam­
paigning for same.”

Brethren of LOL No.345 and LOL No.540 perform the 
opening ceremony of the Orange Ball.

HOUSE OPEN TO VISITORS 
Situated in the farmyard, 240 yards from The 

Diamond Cross Roads.
Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland educational 

books and memorabilia on Sale
LARGE PARTIES PLEASE BOOK IN ADVANCE 

Bro. Geoffrey Daniel Winter, 9 The Diamond, 
Denyloughan Road, Loughgall BT61 8PH 

Tel: (01762) 851344
MOBILE 0410 112823 ____
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200 years 

of service
ARMAGH True Blues 
LOL No.109 presented 
50-year certificates to 
four members of the 
lodge in recognition of 
long service.

At the March meeting of 
the lodge Bro. George 
Proctor, the Worshipful 
District Master of Armagh 
District No. 5 presented 
certificates to Bros. 
William McLaughlin, 
William Kerr and George 
Lutton, all of whom have 
served in various offices of 
the lodge, including that of 
Worshipful Master.

Wor. Bro. Sinclair Scott 
then surprised Bro. 
Proctor by presenting him 
with his 50-year certificate. 
Not only has Bro. Proctor 
served in many officers in 
the lodge, but he has 
given many years service 
to the Armagh District, 
serving as the present 
District Master.

Throughout Bro. 
Proctor’s Orange career 
he has been a dedicated 
supporter of the Junior 
Orange Lodge. For many 
years Bro. Proctor served 
as the Supervisor of 
Armagh Junior LOL No.27.

Left to right: Wor. Bros. William McLaughlin, William 
Kerr, George Proctor, JP, WDM Armagh District No.5 
and George Lutton.

D.B. Wholesale
Specialists in - 
Regalia, flags, 

bunting, badges, etc. 
TeUFax: (01232) 853131 
All pennents are now 
closer together and 
longer to give a more 
colourful and festive 
appearance.

Special prices on 
all flags (minimum 

order £50)
New cotton 3’ x 5’ 
Union, Ulster, Ulster 
and Union (silk finish)

Support 
our 

advertisers
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The defence of the union is 
our business... and yours

THE business and professional people for 
the union is a dedicated group of prominent 
pro-Union business, professional, theologi­
cal and academic people committed to the 
positive, development, promotion and main­
tenance of the union between Northern 
Ireland and Great Britain.

We believe that the future of Northern 
Ireland as an Integral part of the United 
Kingdom has never been in greater danger. 
We further believe that the current talks 
process has been devised by those 
opposed to the union as a means of obtain­
ing Unionist acquiescence to the proposals 
set out in the framework document. At time 
of writing, it would appear that one section 
of unionism is intent on providing this acqui­
escence with potentially catastrophic conse­
quences.

We would ask the people of Ulster if they 
are prepared to:

• Accept the abandonment of the United 
Kingdom’s independent sovereignty over 
Northern Ireland in exchange for a possible 
dilution of the Republics unlawful claim?

• Accept a Northern Ireland assembly 
requiring democrats to share power with 
those representing fully armed active terror?

• Accept an active North-South body with 
executive powers in exchange for a 
neutered Assembly and a token British-Irish 
Council?

• Accept a process dedicated to the cre­
ation of a functional and then a factual unit­
ed Ireland?

If not, we would ask you to help us in 
playing your part in opposing this pro­
gramme of Irish unification by installments.

If you are a member of the business, pro­
fessional, theological or academic commu­
nities, join us as we pledge to support the 
union.

We will do this by vigorously putting for­

ward the view that it is in the best interests 
of all of the people in Northern Ireland that 
the union is maintained and strengthened. 
Any attempt to link our economy with that of 
the Republic of Ireland would have disas­
trous implications for the people of Northern 
Ireland.

For example, do you know that we enjoy 
a standard of living some 20% higher than 
in the Republic? Do you know that workers 
are taxed at 40% at the 212,000 threshold? 
Do you know that when the Republic of 
Ireland joins EMU there could be devastat­
ing economic consequences? On this basis 
alone, why would any sensible person wish 
to link with the Republic’s economy? This is 
why any North-South body concentrating on 
economic matters would be lethal for our 
country.

I am sure many readers will have 
despaired at some of the nonsense that has 
come from self-proclaimed spokesmen for 
the business community. In fact, a number 
of these self-styled business groups have 
been prominent in the castigation of the 
Orange Order and in making outrageous 
and false claims regarding the economic 
costs of parades. Our group absolutely sup­
ports the rights of the Orange Order, and 
believes that the exercise of civil and reli­
gious liberty is at the heart of any democra­
cy. When this is challenged, as is happen­
ing at the moment, all democrats must join 
with and support their Orange brethren.

We would like the Orange Order to know 
that the business community fully endorses 
their principled stance. We wish to work with 
other pro-union groups in the defence of the 
union.

If any readers would like to know more 
about our group, and receive a free 
brochure, please cqntact: The Membership 
Secretary, BPPU Box 324, Belfast.

BANGOR Abbey LOL 
No.726 celebrates its gold­
en jubilee anniversary this 
year.

Warrant No.736 was 
issued in the name of 
William George Clarke on 
December 10, 1947 with 
the first meeting of the 
lodge being held in 
January, 1948.

The Abbey lodge was 
formed by members of 
Bangor District who

Bangor Abbey
celebrate

50th anniversary
belonged to Bangor Abbey 
Church. The lodge has the 
unique distinction of sitting 
in Bangor Abbey Parochial 
Hall.

Pictured on the occasion

of the golden jubilee instal­
lation dinner, the newly 
installed officers and mem­
bers of the lodge along with 
their guests including the 
officer of Bangor District 
LOLNo.18 and the Rev. 
Nesbitt, rector of Bangor 
Abbey.

The brethren of Bangor 
Abbey have planned a 
number of events during 
the year to celebrate their 
anniversary.

50 years 
service

Bro. Robert Cairns, WM of Drumlough True Blues LOL 
No.423 (left), congratulates Bro. William Williamson 
(right) on having achieved 50 years in the Orange 
Order, looking on is Bro. the Rev. John Scott Martin, 
District Chaplain.

GOVAN’S most cos­
mopolitan Black precep- 
tory Andersons Ancient 
Knights RBP No.138 
started their centenary 
celebrations in Aberdeen 
on Saturday, April 18, 
exactly 100 years after 
the warrant was granted.

It was fitting that the cel­
ebrations should be in 
Aberdeen as a number of 
brethren from Aberdeen 
Bon Accord LOL No.701 
are members of the pre- 
ceptory. Indeed, the annual 
visit to Aberdeen has been 
established for a number of 
years.

The main focus of the 
day was on the ceremonial 
work. Under the guidance 
uf Sir Knight Thomas Blair, 
Provincial Grand Lecturer, 
Sir Knights from Ark of 
Discovery (Dundee) RBP 
No. 150 received the first

Ancient Knights 
centenary celebration

and last degrees. The lec­
ture teams being Sir 
Knights A. Blair, T. Blair, A. 
Goody, with K. Blair offici­
ating as Chaplain.

The guest speaker was 
Sir Knight R. McLoughlin, 
chaplain Royal Black 
Chapter No.7, on the histo­
ry and progress of the pre- 
ceptory.

Sir Knt. A. Goody, 
Provincial Deputy Grand 
Master, presented a Bible

on behalf of the Provincial 
Grand Black Chapter of 
Scotland to mark the cen­
tenary.

The celebrations contin­
ue on Friday, June 19 
when the pteceptory will 
march through the 
encampment and hold a 
celebration dance in the 
Blue Star Club, further 
details can be obtained 
from the registrar, Sir Knt 
Paul Langley.

Officers and distinguished guests of RBP No.138, left 
to right: Sir Knights A. Blair, WM RBP No.673; D. 
Semple, DM; A. Savage, treasurer; P. Langley, regis­
trar; T. Blair, Grand Lecturer; H. Morrow, WM; A 
Goody, Deputy Grand Master; I. Findlay, chaplain; K. 
Potts, WM, RBP No.150 and R. McLoughlin, chaplain, 
Royal Black Chapter No.7.

Words of wisdom from Lord Tebbit
WHAT an eminently sen­
sible man Lord Tebbit is, 
and how his presence is 
missed in the Mother of 
Parliaments.

Norman Tebbit has been 
consistent in his opposition 
to the so-called agreement 
entered into at Stormont 
recently and he has been a 
real friend of the Ulster 
Unionist people.

In his column in the ‘Mail 
on Sunday" of April 12, Lord 
Tebbit includes pho­
tographs of his friends 
Airey Neave, Ian Gow and 
the Rev. Robert Bradford.

Neave, it will be remem­
bered, was a hero of

Colditz, the ‘impregnable' 
German prison camp from 
which he escaped. He was 
the adviser to Prime 
Minister Mrs. Margaret 
Thatcher and was a strong 
supporter of Ulster 
Unionism.

Airey Neave was mur­
dered within the precincts 
of Westminster by a bomb 
placed under his car by 
republican murderers. A 
few weeks previously they 
murdered a young Ulster 
Defence Regiment soldier 
called McNally in 
Portadown in a “trial run’ by 
placing a bomb under his, 
car.

Ian Gow was likewise 
murdered by the enemies 
of Ulster and the Crown, 
and Irish nationalists gloat­
ed over his death.

The Rev. Robert 
Bradford was a minister of 
religion who represented 
his South Belfast con­
stituents with great distinc­
tion, including the large 
Chinese minority who paid 
tribute to his work. He was 
cut down mercilessly in a 
hail of bullets by IRA gun­
men while sitting at a con­
stituency surgery in 
Finaghy - a caretaker suf­
fered the same fate.

In his column Lord Tebbit

declared, ‘This Agreement 
has been made under the 
shadow of the gunmen. It is 
bom not of principle and 
reason but out of the war of 
weariness of the Major and 
Blair governments and the 
undying determination of 
IRA-Sinn Fein.

“Had our own politicians 
shown the courage, deter­
mination and political skill 
of the IRA, democracy 
might have won, but they 
do not and violence suc­
ceeded. It sticks in my 
throat to say it, but a few 
hundred determined terror­
ists have brought a govern­
ment which spends more

than £22 billion a year on 
defence to the conference 
table pleading for peace. 
What a contrast with the 
Falklands!

‘The IRA has not won a 
final victory but this is now 
in sight. Morale is high. The 
command structure is 
intact, it has all its weapons 
and money to buy more. 
Soon all its gunmen and 
bombers will be free.

‘The IRA knows that our 
government yields even 
more easily to the threat of 
force than to force itself. It 
has uttered not only word of 
regret, contrition or repen­
tance.

“It is hard to believe that, 
under its own name or 
some other, the IRA will not 
exploit our weakness again 
and again until its final vic­
tory.

“In contrast, the law-abid­
ing loyalist community has 
got from this conference no 
more than a half promise of 
the peace to which it has 
always been entitled.

“What joy can there be to 
see gun law triumph? My 
fear is that others may now 
learn the lesson we have 
been taught by the IRA, 
and determined evil men 
will triumph over weak good 
men.”



Foolish ideas 
on Ulster

USES ar® again being 
de about the need for 

‘Truth and 
conciliation’ commit- 
, to be set up in 
'rthern Ireland ostensi- 

With the need to 
amine all atrocities and 
ustices perpetrated 
ring the past 30 years. 
Given the track record for 
in Fein-IRA in manipulat- 
jthe media, both national 
d international, and pro- 
ganda machine which 
s played such a big part 
the success of that fas- 
;t organisation, it would 
, foolish in the extreme for 
3 British Government to 
t up such a committee. 
A South African source 
vourably disposed 
wards the Ulster Unionist 
id loyalist position has 
arned against the United 
ngdom going down that 

ad.
“We have a so-called 
■uth and Reconciliation 
ommittee in South Africa 
jt don’t be foolish into 
sing misled by Bishop 
jtu or Nelson Mandela 
to thinking that this is a 
anacea for all the evils 
at have afflicted Northern 
aland.
“If our experience in 
outh Africa so far is any- 
ing to go by, then such a

Committee will only be 
interested in the injustices 
and atrocities allegedly car­
ried out by government 
forces and right wing 
organisations.

“Already the committee is 
conducting a witch-hunt 
against supporters of the 
former Afrikaaner govern­
ment and Prime Minister 
Pik Botha, there is no such 
move against the murder­
ers of the ANC who carried 
out hideous murders like 
the placing of tyres around 
people and setting them 
alight,” said the South 
African.

There has to be a real 
fear that Sinn Fein-IRA 
would be organised to influ­
ence the workings and find­
ings of a ‘Truth and 
Reconciliation Committee’ 
in Northern Ireland. No 
doubt there would be a 
vociferous campaign for 
investigations into the 
events of Bloody Sunday, 
or killings by policemen and 
soldiers, or murders by loy­
alist para-military groups.

There would undoubtedly 
be silence about things like 
Kingsmills, Tullyvallen 
Orange Hall, Bloody Friday, 
the murder of Sir Norman 
Strong and his son James, 
the atrocious murder of the 
Rev. Robert Bradford and a

caretaker at the premises 
where he was shot, or 
things like the murder of a 

young soldier by a group of 
blood-thirsty IRA women in 

a warehouse in the Falls, or 
of the killing of a good 
Samaritan council worker 
who went into the Falls to 
repair windows and was 
murdered for no other rea­
son than the facts he was a 
Protestant.

Protestants and loyalists 
are notoriously reluctant to 
come forward and pursue 
investigations. Those poor 
innocent people who were 
slaughtered on the streets 
of Belfast on Bloody Friday 
1972 don’t have people 
writing books or agitating 
for action to have the per­
petrators brought to justice.

There are no calls by 
journalists and writers to 
have the known comman­
der of the IRA in Belfast 
who authorised the butch­
ery on Bloody Friday, or the 
awful atrocity of La Mon 
House to be brought to the 
bar of justice - or even 
named. No, given the likeli­
hood of such a committee 
or commission being just 
another means of using as 
a whip to beat the 
Protestant population and 
the British it is better to drop 
the idea altogether.
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Irene Jeffers, wife of Bro. Eric Jeffers, Upper 
Broomhedge LOL No.799 whose success in the 
British Transplant Games has earned her a place rep­
resenting the Province and Great Britain in the World 
Transplant Games this September.

Anti­
Protestant
Europe?

THERE are no
Protestants in the UK 
according to a schools 
publication from the 
European Union!

What exactly is 
Europe? is a 30-page 
glossy guide to the EU 
designed for classroom 
use. However, it fails to 
find any Protestants in 
Britain, including Northern 
Ireland. Religious affilia­
tion in Britain, we are told, 
comprises 55% Anglican, 
9% Roman Catholic, 2% 
Muslim and 34% other.

Nothing appears under 
the column for Protestants 
in the UK. Only Germany 
and the Netherlands have 
any sizeable Protestant 
community according to 
the book.

In the 15 EU countries 
listed, Protestants (where 
they are shown at all), 
Lutherans and Anglicans 
are recorded separately.

Consequently Roman 
Catholics appear as the 
largest single denomina­
tion in most countries. 
Children are asked to 
‘Look out in the table 
below which religion is the 
most common in each EU 
country and then across 
the EU generally.’ The 
Roman Catholic Church 
appears dominant in 
almost all cases.

. * oadc naraHp to Maralin Parish Church.
Officers and flag party at RAPC paraae to

Annual service
MEMBERS of Co. Down 
Royal Arch Purple 
Chapter held their annu­
al service on Sunday, 
April 5 in Holy Trinity 
Parish Church, Maralin.

Between 500 and 600 
members marched in sun­
shine through the village 
from the Orange Hall, 
accompanied by three 
bands - Aughnaskeagh 
Silver, Maevemacullen 
Accordion and Kilmore 
Flute to the church, where 
a wreath was laid at the 
War Memorial in remem­
brance of fallen comrades, 
before joining in the praise 
led by local minister, Rev. 
Dr. Chris Easton.

Special preacher was 
Wor. Bro. the Rev. Edwin 
Colvin, Co. Down 
Chaplain, while the spe­
cial soloist was Sister 
Meta Crozier. Also pre­
sent was Most Worshipful 
Grand Master of the 
RAPC, Bro. Kenneth 
Watson, while the hosts, 
Lower Iveagh West, 
RAPC No.8 were well rep­
resented.
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Orange brethren turn out in
force for opening of new hull

town

singing was
Seapatrick

from the
Grand

MORE than 1,000 loyalists 
braved torrential rain to wit­
ness the official opening of 
the new Orange Hall in 
Banbridge.

The event at Victoria 
Street was attended by a 
number of top Orange 
brethren including Bro. 
George Patton, Executive 
Officer of the Grand Orange 
Lodge of Ireland, who con­
ducted the opening cere­
mony.

Before the ceremony 
brethren from across 
Northern Ireland, as well as 
Orange representatives 
from Cavan and Dublin, 
and ten bands, paraded 
from Victoria Street to the 
Dromore Road and back to 
the new hall via the 
centre.

Proceedings at the open­
ing ceremony were chaired 
by Bro. Joe Baird, WDM of 
Banbridge and prayers and 
a scripture reading were 
given by Bro. the Rev. 
Norman Hutton.

Musical accompaniment 
to the hymn 
provided by 
Flute Band.

Greetings
County Down
Orange Lodge were deliv­
ered by Bro. E. Keown, 
Grand Master of CDGOL, 
and a number of presenta­
tions were made to various 
dignitaries by Bro. P. 
McCandless, secretary of 
the hall committee.

Assembled brethren also 
heard the main speaker, 
Bro. the Rev. William

Bingham, Grand Chaplain 
of County Armagh, outline 
his strident opposition to 
the Good Friday political 

agreement.
The new hall has been 

constructed on the site of 
the former building which 
was demolished in late 
1996 after serving the 
needs of Orangeism in the 
Banbridge district since 
1882.

The original hall played a 
pivotal role in community 
life, in later years hosting a 
popular Saturday night 
dance. However, in the 
more recent past it fell into 
a state of widespread disre­
pair and suffered substan­
tial structural damage in 
1991 during an IRA bomb 
attack on the nearby court­

h°fhe' hall is currently 

home to five local lodges 
LOL Nos.20, 28, 123, 217 
and 423 and is a meeting 
place for the Banbridge 
branch of the Apprentice 
Boys of Derry as well as the 
Royal Black Institution.

District Secretary Bro. 
Derick Bell said he was 
delighted that so many 
Orange brethren and spec­
tators had defied the driving 
rain to witness the historic 

ceremony.
Bro. Bell also pointed out 

that the new hall which has a 
fully equipped modem kitchen 
as well as a main function hall 
and a number of smaller rooms 
could be used during the day 
and on free evenings for the 
benefit of the community.

The platform party at the opening of Banbridge Orange hall on Saturday, April 25.

A hall fit for the next century
ORANGE ORDER Chief 
Executive Officer Bro. 
George Patton has herald­
ed the new hall as a build­
ing fit for the Millennium.

Speaking at the official 
opening of the £130,000 
hall in Victoria Street he 
said it showed the confi­
dence local Orangemen 
had in the future of the 
organisation.

He also congratulated 
Banbridge district’s fore­
sight in demolishing the old 
hall and investing in a new 
building which he said 
would “meet the needs of 
the community well into the 
next century”.

“The new hall is top 
notch”, Bro. Patton said 
afterwards “and the end 
product is a tremendous 

Painted, on the finest silk

BRUSH STROKES
8 Limavady Road, 
Garvaqh Co. Londonderry 
Prop: William Ma go wan

Shop Tel: (012665) 57308 
Home Tel: (012665) 57967

credit to the district”.
During the ceremony 

Bro. Patton also endorsed 
the anti agreement stance 
of fellow platform speaker 
Bro. the Rev. William 
Bingham and hit out at 
what he termed the 
“demonisation" of the 
Orange Order.

“I would urge people to 
read the agreement care­

fully,” he said “but person­
ally I could not accept it".

The Scarva Orangeman 
also criticised the troubled 
Parades Commission dur­
ing his brief address and 
branded PM Tony Blair’s 
role in the decision to post­
pone its preliminary find­
ings into contentious 
marches as “reprehensi­
ble”.

29th anniversary of 
the King’s-Moss Arch

The Thompson family’s Orann-^ » 
(Newtownabbey) will be (Dyf ®nCh a’ K'ngs-MoSs 
(Friday) for the 29th time' pened on JU|y 3

Clarification

sought by

Grand
THE Grand Orange Lodge 
of Ireland on April 15 
announced that they 
required clarification on a 
number of points regarding 
“the Agreement” and could 
not at that stage recom­
mend it to the people of 
Ulster.

Having sought such clar­
ification including a further 
request for a meeting with 
the Prime Minister, the 
Grand Lodge officers 
regret that the request for a 
meeting has not yet been 
acceded to. (It must be 
remembered that a meet­
ing with the Prime Minister 
was first sought last 
October).

It has to be said however 
that clarification has been 
forthcoming from a variety 
of other sources including 
statements by ministers in 
Parliament and the meet­

Lodge
KUlty in ,he An 
hav® n°tbeensJ% 
resolved. a,s^actois

Therefore thn ' 
Oran9e Lodge ®f S 
cannot recL ° K 
Agreement to Hi 
Grar>d Lodges 
members. ancl 

. The opinion of Gr 
Lodge is th,.G 
Agreement prJ’ »> 
such things as'63’'

• Dublin interference i 
the internal affairte| 
Northern Ireland " 1

• The prospect of , 
“"democratically accou 
able Assembly. ’

• The prospect of 
pentant terrorists in«, 
executive of the propJ 
Assembly.

* The Maryfie! 
Secretariat and the And 
Irish Agreement in anofe 
guise.

ing between the Prime 
Minister and members of 
Sinn Fein recently.

With the half yearly- 
meeting of the County 
Grand Lodges commenc­
ing the Grand Orange 
Lodge of Ireland has no 
other option but to advise 
the County Grand Lodges 
that the many areas of diffi-

The decommissioning! 
illegal terrorist weaponry] 
not adequately dealt m 
despite public assurance 
and we have the tellin 
comments of Mitche 
McLoughlin of Sinn Fa 
who said that their mights 
partial decommissioning i 
two years if there was 
British withdrawal.

100 years of 
dedicated service

t FAIRHAVEN HOTEL
27 - 29 Woodfield Road, Blackp0

A FAMOUS Protestant 
company of the Girls’ 
Brigade has had its 
colours laid up, bringing 
to an end 100 years of 
dedicated service in the 
part of North Dublin city, 
where it was based.

Abbey street
Presbyterian - 1st 
Company of the GB - was 
formerly Rutland Street 
Company and had been in 
existence since 1898. 
During that time genera­
tions of girls passed 
through its ranks, and a 
number of former GB offi­
cers are now running com­
panies in other parts of the 
Republic and also in 
Northern Ireland where 
there are 20,000 members 
of the organisation.

It is interesting to reflect 
that the headquarters of 
the Orange Order were sit­
uated a short distance from 
Abbey Street Church. The

magnificent Fowler Hall 
O’Conville (then Sacks® 

Street.
The Fowler Hall * 

occupied by IRAW® 
in 1922 and many vaW 
books were seized W® 
IRA men and used « 

breast-works.
Later, when 1 

O’Connor and his IR* 
had withdrawn W1 

building a wagon 
at the Fowler Memo^

uments oftheGr j
which had sU 
siege, many of

removed to B « A 
they were sa,ely rsofth

The headquarter 
Institution were 
quently moved 
after a year > 
stay in Portadj’ 
many Orange J 

daily those in 
the Fowler Ha" 
high in the^affecj>-

Lancashire
A Telephone (01253) 346261 fS 

warm Ulster welcome from
George and Lorna McGaff"1 , 

Gonvementiy situated between c

°uth p^rs. wo yards from Prorn rX* 
A,teJ°°- available, Sky T.V. in a J/ 

e. keys. tea facilities, good bar fac > 
^Lib|e, games etc.
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An open letter to Rt. Hon. Anthony Blair - Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Birmingham Bible Institute 
5 Pakenham Road, 
Edgbaston
Birmingham B15 2NN 
ipril 24,1998.

Mr. Prime Minister,

I Please permit me, to 
jconvey to you my strongest 
misgivings regarding the 
rPeace’ agreement which 
was forged on Good Friday 
between the British govern­
ment, Eire government, 
iUDP/UDA, PUP/UVF, 
tSDLP, Alliance, Sinn Fein, 
|N.I. Labour, Women’s 
[Coalition and some of the 
{Ulster Unionist Party.
| This accord gives a carte 
blanche veto / minority 
.blocking power to Ulster’s 
’.nationalist population. How 
(would you feel if your party 
(which represents the 
.majority of voters’ prefer­
ences at last general elec­
tions couldn’t take parlia­
mentary decisions without 
the consent of the 

(Conservative Party just 
’because they represent a 
significant, yet (neverthe­

less minority) section of the 
' British populace? If its such 
a good idea for Ulster then 

j why don’t you implement it 
sin your own parliament? If 
the people of Nl Don’t vote 

fin an assembly which has 
[a majority of pro-nationalist 
(deputies, then why should 
They be forced to share 
(power with them? This 
doesn’t happen in any 
other civilised country, then 
why should the peaceful, 
(loyal, majority population of 
Ulster be insulted with this 
supposedly wonderful offer. 
No wonder the SDLP and 
Sinn Fein think that this is 

(acceptable (in the mean­
time at least) because it 

: entrenches, institutionalises 
: and legalises their formerly 
de facto veto over the 
Province’s administration. 
Oh yes (I almost forgot), 
Alliance loves it because 
this is the only way in 

which they can exercise 
any influence at all - let’s 
face it, they couldn’t do so 
in an assembly where deci­
sions are taken by a major­
ity vote because no one 
votes for them. The eter­
nally agitated ‘Lord’ 
Alderdice may hate to 
accept that, but who said 
that the truth was pleasant. 
The only way in which he 
could get into parliament, 
after decades of repeatedly 
failing, was by appointment 
- and even then it was 
merely as a reward for 
being the government’s lit­
tle lap dog.

The ‘agreement’ gives 
minority groups the 
absolute right to have rep­

resentation at executive 
level in this newly proposed 
Nl assembly. How would 
you feel if you, as Prime 
Minister, had to invite 
senior Conservatives and 
perhaps Paddy Ashdown 
into your cabinet despite 
the fact that you won a 
clear majority of votes at 
the general election? 
Again, if its such a good 
idea for Ulster then why 
don’t you implement this 
measure in your own par­
liament? After all, the com­
bined Conservative and 
Liberal Democrat per cent 
of the vote at the general 
election comes close to 
that which Ulster’s national­
ists could hope to poll. Not 
only that, but how would 
you feel about having ter­
rorists in your cabinet who 
have blatantly refused to 
even apologise for atroci­
ties such as Manchester, 
Warrington, the 
Birmingham pub bombings, 
London Docklands etc.

Thirdly, the Dublin gov­
ernment will be able to 
intervene directly and legal­
ly in Ulster’s affairs to de 
facto the same extent that 
the EEC powerfully inter­
feres in the internal affairs 
of the UK. When one thinks 
of your post 1984 federalist 
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sympathies, I doubt that 
you would be particularly 
horrified by such a 
prospect. However, as 
someone who sincerely 
cherishes my country’s 
sovereignty, I believe that 
whilst we should be on 
friendly terms with neigh­
bouring countries, they 
have no right to intervene 
in our national affairs 
because we live outside of 
their national jurisdiction. 
You, as our Prime Minister, 
have been entrusted by the 
people of the ‘United 
Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland’ as 
custodian of our national 
sovereignty - regardless of 
your own personal view­
points, your constitutional 
duty is to honour that trust 
by defending our sovereign 
status against your friends 
(and our nation’s enemies) 
in Dublin and Brussels.

Lastly, the terrorist thugs 
who have mercilessly gut­
ted and massacred both 
communities in Ulster (and 
indeed everyone else in the 
UK) for the last 30 years 
are all being let out of jail. 
Basically, no one wants to 
say it but they’re getting off 
scot free! Subsequently, 
the decommissioning issue 
has once more been 
fudged and de facto buried 
-thus ensuring that the 
terrorists will never give up 
their weapons. Could I ask 
how Bill Clinton and the 
American people, who so 
passionately supports this 
worthless ‘peace deal’, how 
they would feel if the 
Oklahoma bombers (who 
claim to be politically moti­
vated) were all let off and 
freed in order to appease 
the activists of the 
American far right? It is 
ludicrous! I’ll tell you what 
we would be having if this 
sham of a peace process 
were an authentic solution 
to Ulster’s blood-stained 
history of suffering - their 
would be trials conducted 
where scum like Adams 
and Maginness would be 
charged with war crimes 
and sentenced accordingly. 
They should be treated like 
Hitler’s Nazi thugs were at 
the Nuremburg trials - 
because let’s face it, there 
isn’t any difference 
between them and the IRA.

I am completely disgust­
ed that you can even dare 
to recommend such an 
insult to the people of 
Northern Ireland and then 
expect them to be stupid 
enough to okay it. The only 
people who seem to lose 
out under this agreement 
are those who have 
unflinchingly lived their 
lives throughout three horri­
ble decades as decent, 
law-abiding, life-respecting, 
loyal, peaceful, principled, 
model citizens. Then again, 
what’s new?

The bottom line is that 
the terrorists; aided by their 
seditious cohorts in the 
SDLP, Dublin and the 
Roman Catholic Church, 
the fifth columnists of the 
Alliance Party and weak 
“fluster and blustef traitors 
like Ken Maginnis MP of 
ancient O’Neilite hue within 
the UUP who forced it to 
back down every single 
time that it took a right 
stand; wouldn’t be getting 
one of the concessions 
found in this deal were it 
not for the irreparable 
physical, spiritual, moral, 
emotional and psychologi­
cal damage which they 
have inflicted on our nation.

Yours sincerely,
Nigel Owens, BA (Hons), 

DipTh, Dip Min.

I want to now sincerely 
appeal to the precious peo­
ple of Ulster themselves. 
The majority population 
must demand that which 
has been denied them for 
far too long, namely their 
inalienable rights of: a pro­
tected British nationality, a 
sovereign British homeland 
unfettered by any intrusive

DERRICK HERRON '
Market Square, Dromore, Co. Down 

Tel: (01846) 699693
Manufacturers of Orange, Black and apprentice Boys

Regalia- Embroidered Badges, P.M. Jewels, Flags etc. J

REGALIA
Collarettes supplied for LOL, RAPC, RBP and ABOD. 

Also aprons, cuffs, ties and emblems.
Quality products - keen prices. 

Contact us for quotations, estimates or designs. 
Standard items supplied from slock.

tel: (01762) 871632 after 6.30 p.m.
Monday-Friday or all day Saturday or write to:-

Hewitt’s Menswear Ltd.,
64, Ballygroobany Road, Richhill, 

Armagh,BT61 9NA.

foreign influence, absolute 
internal military security, 
majority rule and the pro­
tection of their cultural 
identity. Let the whingers 
and the do-gooders rage all 
they want, issuing their ritu­
al cries of “bigotry” - that’s 
all they can do because 
they have no real factual 
answers at all, the facts 
remain unchanged - we 
are the majority population, 
we have nothing to be 
ashamed of, we are not 
responsible for the near 
destruction of Northern 
Ireland, we are not respon­
sible for murdering and 
bombing which has gone 
on, we will not be brow­
beaten by self-appointed 
smooth-talking ‘experts’ 
who boast about their non­
existent ‘open-mindedness’ 
into apologising for both 
our perfectly reasonable 
views and our very exis­
tence - we demand only 
that which we would be 
entitled to in any other 
western democracy by 
virtue of the simple fact 
that we are the majority in 
a province whose borders 
are recognised by interna­
tional law in the Treaty of 
Helsinki (which the 
Republic of Ireland actually 
signed). This is what we 
should be aiming for 
instead of pathetically grov­
elling around on the floor 
for the worthless cosmetic 
scraps which have reluc­
tantly dropped from the poi­
son-ridden dinner tables of 
Unity Flats, the Falls Road, 
Dunloy, London, 
Washington, Rome and 
Dublin. We are worth more 
than that! Stop believing 
the lie that this is all that 
you can realistically expect. 
Unionist people I beg of 
you, please recapture your 
vision, regain your self- 
respect, start believing in 

yourself again, and more 
importantly, start believing 
in God again because He 
delights in doing the mirac­
ulous with the impossible. 
He can do the same in 
Ulster today! Trust in Him 
as your personal Saviour 
because of what He 
accomplished on the cross 
for you for your own soul’s 
salvation, start clinging to 
Him by relying on our 
heavenly Father for all of 
our necessities, whether 
national or personal, 
because he has promised 
us:

“If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their 
land." — 2nd Chronicles 
7:14.

I appeal to those union­
ists who are standing 
against this satanic plot to 
destroy both our country 
and indeed the cause of 
Protestantism throughout 
the UK and Western 
Europe, to proclaim a day 
of fasting and prayer 
across the churches and 
mission halls of our land. 
That was where the battle 
was won in 1912 when 
Belfast’s great Ulster Hall 
was used for such gather­
ings, and throughout two 
world wars - the people 
repented, turned to god 
and He delivered them.

Yours sincerely,

Nigel Owens, BA (Hons), 
DipTh, Dip Min.

1st John 1:7-9/
Acts 16: 30-31.
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Fifty-year service certificate

BALLYKELLY LOL 
No. 699, Limavady District, 
Londonderry has celebrat­
ed the presentation of a 50- 
year service certificate and 
jewel to Bro. William 
Deehan.

Bro. Deehan was hon­
oured for his services to 
the Orange Institution and 
to Bally kelly Lodge No.699. 
He joined the Order on 
May 6, 1947, with
Ballynarrig LOL No.650, 
and later moved onto 
Ballykelly LOL No.699.

Front row, left to right: Bro. Joe Neely, WM LOL 
No.699 and Bro. William Deehan. Back row, left to 
right: Bros. Mervyn Tonnly, Sec.; Paul Clyde, Chap.: 
Brian Hassan, DM and Maurice Devenney, Treas.

Bro. Deehan received his 
certificate in the very hall in 
which he was initiated in, 

albeit with a different lodge.
Bro. Deehan is still a 

very hard-working and 
loyal attending member of 
Ballykelly lodge and is cur­
rently a very active commit­
tee member. He also side­
drummed for Ballykelly

Flute Band for a great 
many years.

Bro. Joe Neely, WM, pre­
sented Bro. Deehan with 
his certificate and jewel.

The officers and mem­
bers of Ballykelly LOL 
No.699 wish Bro. Deehan 
many more years of ser­
vice to our lodge and com­
mittee.

'Quality rathei
than quantity'

THERE has been enor­
mous media concentra 
tion on the Orange and 
Black Institutions in the 
past decade, and it is 
rare for the Institutions to 
be out of the headlines in 
the local and national 

press.
That is encouraging in 

one respect as it proves the 
Orange Institution and its 
sister organisation is of the 
utmost importance in the 
Ulster situation and its 
prestige is undiluted.

This has been mirrored 
by a huge influx of new 
recruits — a trend that 
shows no sign of diminish­
ing - and indeed it has 
been one of the most suc­
cessful periods in the histo­
ry of Orangeism since the 
Second World War.

The Ulster Protestant 
people trust the Orange 
Order and look to it for true 
leadership and for setting 
an example in loyalty to the 
Biblical essentials of the

Protestant faith, as well as 
positive loyalty to the 

Crown.
But it cannot be stressed 

too strongly that lodges and 
preceptories must strive to 
the utmost to ensure that 
recruits meet the high crite­
ria of our Orders. There 
must be no lessening of the 
essential requirements, 
especially with regard to 
church attendance and 
good character.

All recruits must be regu­
lar attenders at their place 
of worship, and they must 
be law-abiding and fully 
behind the need to obey the 
lawful authorities of this 
land.

The Order can afford to 
be rigid on these essentials 
- it cannot afford to weaken 
in its resolve. Anyone who 
falls below these require­
ments, especially in true 
commitment to their 
church, must be rejected 
for membership.

People who do not 
belong to the Orange and

require
J grea

Black Institutions oh. 
them with a crifi°S 
when on parade aj/, 

the behaviour an> 

deportment of brethren? 
Sir Knights.

The Orange and Blan 
would gain nothi Bla 
relaxing its rules, prin . 
and code of conduct 
admitting people who ’ 
not match these r * 
ments. There is a'’ " 
onus on brethren ands 
Knights, and especially Ol 
censors, to ensure that onf 
Protestants who fulfil allthl 
requirements of membet 
ship are admitted to ft 
Orders - that cannot bi 
stressed too strongly, espe 
cially at a time when then
are so many so-callei 
‘political Protestants’whosi 
Christian and church com 
mitments are tenuous ti 
say the least.

It has to be a case o 
‘quality rather than quantity 
and if the Order does no
compromise on thesi 
requirements it will prospe 
by attracting the right kin< 
of candidates.

County Down 
Grand Orange

Lodge
COUNTY Down Grand 
Lodge has condemned 
outright the attacks on the 
property of Protestants liv­
ing in the South Down 
area, and in particular 
Castlewellan and sur­
rounding towns.

“Since the so-called 
peace process began 
there has been attacks on 
churches, businesses, 
and Orange halls in the 
area. These include the 
burning of Castlewellan 
Presbyterian Church Hall, 
a Protestant-owned 
Castlewellan funeral/ 
upholstery business, van­
dalism to Castlewellan 
Orange Hall, and attacks 
on Castlewellan Primary 
School used by the 
Protestant community.

“The surrounding towns 
of Dundrum and 
Newcastle have seen sec­
tarian attacks on Orange 
halls, a church rectory and 
a church store.

The latest attacks being 
on Aughlisnafin Orange 
hall outside Castlewellan 
which was attacked twice 
in the space of a week. 
Protestants in the area 
only want to exercise their 
faith and culture in peace 
without this kind of intimi­
dation, it is time for law- 
abiding Roman Catholics 
to speak out for their 
Protestant neighbours 
against those carrying out 
these attacks”.

The officers and boys of 
Clounagh Junior LOL No 46 
Portadown with their trophies 
won in the Co. Armagh Junior 
Orange soccer competitions.

THE Provincial Grand Master, Sir Knight Gareth 
Yarr and his officers of the Provincial Grand 
Black Chapter of Victoria in Australia.

The Grand Master wishes to convey his best 
wishes to all the Sir Knights. He also hopes that 
peace will return to our native Ulster and that the 
marching season will be a glorious and colourful 
spectacle and also the God given right as British 
citizens to walk the Queen’s highway without 
offence to anyone who believes in British 
democracy.

Front row, left to right: Sir Knights Samuel Millar, 
Albert Copeland, Grand Lecturer; Gareth Yarr, Grand 
Master; Rev. Joseph Bell, John Waring, PGM. Back 
row, left to right: Sir Knights: Robert O’Brien, Sword 
Bearer; Edmund Simpson, DGM; Jack Singleton, 
Sword Bearer; George Murray, Grand Treasurer; 
Thomas Bryans, Asst. Grand Chaplain and Alan 
McCullough, Grand Standard Bearer. SIXMILECROSS District 
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Tebbitt’s support
ORD Tebbitt has long 
ieen a firm supporter of 
Jorthern Ireland’s place 
vithin the United Kingdom.

His firm and welcome 
iupport for Ulster Unionism 
joes back to the days when 

1S Norman Tebbitt, MP for 
he Chingford constituency

North-East London he 
vas unyielding in his advo­
cacy of fair play for the 
Province.

His weekly column in the 
Mail on Sunday' has fea­
tured some very relevant 
joints in recent months. 
Take the issue of March 1, 
;or example.
; In a story headed ‘The 
killing of innocents can 
never be political’, Lord 
Tebbitt wrote, “Writing in a 
newspaper last week the 
Prime Minister of the Irish 
Republic Bertie Ahern 
balled upon British public 
opinion to ‘make it clear 
that it rejects and does not 
recognise the type of loyal­
ty that consists of killing 
innocent Catholics’.”

■ Lord Tebbitt commented, 
“What sort of bigoted ass is 
'this man? Does he think 
that British public opinion 
has any doubt about its 
abhorrence of any killing of 
jinnocent people?

■ “It is not this 
Government, nor John 

■Major’s, nor Margaret 
:-Thatcher’s nor any other in 
my lifetime at least that has 

.condoned the murder of 
innocent Roman Catholics,

Protestants, or for that mat­
ter atheists, Buddhists, or 
Moslems by calling such 
murders ‘political’ crimes.

It is Mr. Ahern’s govern­
ment which claims sover­
eignty over Northern 
Ireland and it was that claim 
which the courts in his 
country interpreted to mean 
that IRA murders are ‘politi­
cal’ crimes so the killers 
should not be extradited to 
face trial here.

“Even now Mr. Ahern’s 
friends talk about the men 
who killed my friends Airey 
Neave, Ian Gow, Anthony 
Berry, and Robert Bradford, 
and almost killed my wifej 

as ‘political’ prisoners. It is 
not enough for Mr. Ahern to 
say that he accepts that the 
most important reassur­
ance that Unionists need is 
that they will not be cut off 
from the British links that 
they cherish.”

“I have no doubt that Irish 
nationalists should have 
Irish links, nor would I want 
to stop them arguing for a 
united Ireland. It is the 
killing and bombing that I 
want to stop.

“What Mr. Ahern must 
understand is that he must 
stop talking about a united 
Ireland as an objective. He 
should try to understand 
that it is an objective which 
might or might not be 
reached by peaceful agree­
ment and consent but will 
never be reached by vio­
lence.” 

Ballyclare parade 
a casualty of 
bad weather

IT was disappointing for 
members of the Junior 
Orange and the many 
people who love to watch 
their parades that the 
Easter rally at Ballyclare 
was a casualty of the very 
severe weather conditions 
this spring.

Hopefully some alterna­
tive date can be arranged 
for the Juniors from the 
city districts to hold their 
colourful demonstration.

The Junior branch of the 
Orange is one of the great 
success stories of the 
Institution with new lodges 
springing up in various 
parts of the Province in 
recent years.

Young members have 
been flocking to joint he 
Order and there are plans 
for more new lodges. Any 
adult brethren prepared to 
give time and talents to 

promoting the work of the 
Junior Orange will find this 
is very rewarding. It is time 
consuming and requires a 
lot of dedication but the 
end result is to see boys 
brought up in the princi­
ples of true Protestantism, 
and many of them going 
on to join the senior Order.

In Co. Armagh the 
Clounagh youngsters have 
proved tops once again, 
sweeping the decks in the 
County Junior Orange soc­
cer tournaments for the 
third year in success.

Clounagh Junior LOL 
No.46 were winners in the 
under-12 and over-12 
competitions and judging 
by the prowess they dis­
played it shouldn’t be too 
long before Irish League 
clubs are knocking on the 
doors of some of these 
lads!

S'Take advantage of the strong Pound! 
32” parade sabre with ‘LOL” on guard 
1995 price £140 per pair 
1998 price £100 while stocks last

Wigmore Fine Arts,
10 Ballydevitt Road 

Aghadowey, Coleraine. Tel; 868396
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Officers and sisters of the new Women’s Orange Lodge formed at Aughlish pictured at the inaugural

meeting held in Scarva Orange Hall, along with their guests.

Womens Orange flourishing
THE Women’s Orange 
movement is flourishing 
as never before with new 
lodges being formed and 
existing ones experienc­
ing an influx of new mem­
bers.

Like the Junior Orange, 
the Women’s Order is one 
of the most buoyant 
branches of the Orange 
family and the role of 
women in the Orange 
Institution has never been 
more appreciated.

This has been evidenced 
by the increasing number of 
Orange parades which now 
include women’s lodges in 
their ranks - the Belfast 
12th parade and the 
Portadown mini-Twelfth are 
two recent examples - and 
gone are the days when it 
was the perception of some 
people that the role of 
women in the Orange 
Order was to make the tea 
and sandwiches for the

menfolk on the ‘Twelfth’.
The most recent example 

of progress on the part of 
the Women’s Orange Order 
has been the formation of a 
new lodge at Aughlish, near 
Scarva and its inauguration 
means the completion of 
the Orange ‘family’ in this 
historic hamlet situated on 
the main road between 
Tandragee and
Poyntzpass.

The new lodge is 
Aughlish Women’s LOL 
No.148, and it will join with 
three other lodges using 
Aughlish Orange Hall - 
Aughlish LOL No.74, Junior 
LOL No.244 and Royal 
Black Preceptory No.44.

Over 160 sisters and 
brethren attended the 
launch of the new Women’s 
LOL No.148 held in Scarva 
Orange Hall and they 
included leading officers in 
the Grand Orange Lodge of 
Ireland and the women’s 
Orange Association.

Women’s Orange officers 
and visitors from counties 
Armagh, Down and 
Monaghan were among the 
gathering.

Among those present 
were Bro. John McCrea, 
Grand Secretary of the 
Grand Orange Lodge of 
Ireland; Bro. Mervyn 
Bishop, Grand Treasurer 
and Bro. George Patton, 
Chief Executive Officer of 
the Grand Lodge.

Bro. Dennis Watson, 
County Grand Master of 
Armagh was also at the 
ceremony along with a 
number of Portadown 
District officers - Bros. 
Harold Gracey, District 
Master; David Burrows, 
Deputy District Master; 
Nigel Dawson, Robert Guy 
and Reggie Tedford.

The senior officers of the 
Women’s Orange present 
included the Grand 
Mistress, Sister Doreen 
Wilkinson, Grand 

Secretary, Sister Margaret 
Lewis and Grand Chaplain, 
Sister Kathleen Weathers.

The new lodge will 
belong to Portadown 
Women’s District LOL 
No.3, and a number of offi­
cers including Sister 
Phoebe Gillis, Worshipful 
District Mistress ’were pre­
sent.

There was an especially 
cordial welcome to the sis­
ters from Monaghan - a 
new ladies lodge formed in 
that town a few years ago - 
it is also part of Portadown 
District - is flourishing.

The new Aughlish lodge 
has 12 members, meets on 
the third Friday of each 
month, and the principal 
officers are: WM, Sister 
Eleanor Hale; Deputy, 
Sister Pauline Crothers; 
Secretary, Sister Elizabeth 
Moorhead; Treasurer, 
Sister Rhonda Patton and 
Chaplain, Sister Ellie 
Rainey.

"Alcohol exists to break hearts"
THE drink and drugs culture 
is destroying the lives of 
many young people in 
Northern Ireland and other 
parts of the United Kingdom 
and it is time the govern­
ment tackled the problem 
with the vigour it deserves.

It has to be said that the 
liberal attitudes of British 
Governments during the 
past 20 years have created 
the scenario in which the 
consumption of drink has 
been encouraged to such 
an extent that it is now a 
major problem.

The side effects of over 
indulgence in alcohol are to 
be seen in many ways - the 
increase in crime especially 
those in which violence is 
involved, the traffic offences 
in which alcohol is a big fac­
tor, and the huge increase 
in domestic violence in 
which wives and children 
are too often the victims.

Alcohol has also 
destroyed the enjoyment 
that many people once 
found in major events. We 
have received letters in 
recent years to the 
‘Standard’ complaining 
about the excessive drink­
ing which goes on during 
the ‘Eleventh’ night bon­
fires, and also in the vicinity 
of some of the Orange 
demonstration fields.

A few years ago an 
Orange chaplain expressed 
outrage from a County 
Armagh ‘Twelfth’ platform 
about scenes of drinking by 
young people, both male 
and female, in the village 
through which they had just 
paraded.

This Presbyterian minis­
ter, fearlessly denounced 
the drinking and described it 
as an abomination and a 
disgrace to Protestantism.

In most Ulster cities and 
towns the evidence of alco­
hol abuse is all too evident. 
Young people can be seen 
most nights, but mostly at 
weekends under the influ­
ence. and drinking sessions 
take place in parks, along 
river and canal banks and in 
quiet areas off the centre of 
towns.

It would seem that the 
police often adopt a low- 
profile attitude to this type of 
offence. It is also fair to say 
that they have many other 
crimes to deal with, but it is 
surely time there was a 
clampdown before our soci­
ety is overwhelmed by the 
tide of booze.

There is a great revulsion 
today against smoking, 
including passive smoking 
and in most establishments 
it is strictly prohibited. 
Society has been condi­

tioned to accept that smok­
ing is not only bad for health 
but also anti-social.

The same attitude needs 
to exist about drinking, 
which all too often is glam­
ourised on television and in 
other sections of the media. 
Alcohol is killing people and 
if anyone doubted this is a 
letter from a lady who lives 
in Lincolnshire which 
appeared in the Daily Mail 
on May 8 proved the point.

This decent respectable 
woman poured out her feel­
ings about the death of her 
young son due to alcohol 
abuse, ‘Why does alcohol 
exist?” she asked.

Answering the question 
she said “Could it be that 
alcohol is for spiriting away 
all the money of men caught 
by its expensive and terrify­
ing grip? Is alcohol’s pur­
pose to lose hard-won jobs 
and diminish self-respect? 
Or is it to tear out a mother’s 
heart with worry, to rip her 
apart with stress?

“Do we have alcohol so 
that our sons can drive 
themselves to drink at the 
age of 29, so that we can 
follow the coffin of a tall, 
good-looking son?”

This brave woman, 
whose son died recently 
from alcohol said it all when 
she added, “Alcohol exists 

to break hearts”.
It is time for Ulster to give 

a lead in this regard and for 
all with any influence, 
including those within the 
Loyal Orders to give a lead.

Let us stand up and be 
counted ourselves. Are 
there demonstrations and 
rallies ruined by excess 
drinking? Are there lodges 
where alcohol plays an 
increasing role? Is it a dan­
gerous trend that more and 
more Orange Halls are 
acquiring drink licences with 
the reason being advanced 
that it enables bills to be 
met and improvements car­
ried out?

The price is too high and 
such reasons must be disre­
garded. Better to have less 
lavish premises, and for 
Orangemen to dig deeper 
into their pockets and make 
a personal financial sacri­
fice than for young men to 
experience their first temp­
tation by being offered drink 
at functions at which the 
Loyal Orders are involved. *

The spillover beneficial 
effects of clamping down on 
this will far outweigh the dis­
advantages and will per­
suade many Christian men 
who would like to join the 
Orange Order but are 
offended by the alcohol fac­
tor to seek membership.
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S.E. LONG.

Canadian soldiers celebration of the 12th

was total,”

and the 
that thou-

Personalised Pencils, Pens, Key rings, 
Bookmatches, Rosettes, Bookmarks, 

Napkins, Business Cards etc.

Does your lodge, preceptory or organisation 
need extra funds ? - Why not arrange a 

Variety Concert
Full concert programme supplied: country & Western, Accordian, 

Magician, Juggler, Comedy, Sacred Music and songs etc 
Many lodges and bands have increased their funds in the past 

and have made further bookings.
Further details, contact Bro. Victor Gregg, P.M.

Tel: 9012665) 58286 (24-hour answering service) 
5 Limavady Rd, Garvagh, Londonderry 

Distance no Object

Telephone :
Noel Armstrong 

Cookstown 63537 after 6 p.m.

Tel: Robert McEvoy
Tel : 01849 - 479595 or 0802-466302 

E-MAJL: OBSPrint@Compuserve.com

Premier Percussion 
Represented in Northern Ireland W

entertained into the spirit of 
it all. Our reader’s father 
served with the Canadian 
Army in the Great War after 
emigrating to the Dominion 
just before the war.

“My father used to tell me 
they were the salt of the 
earth those Canadian sol­
diers. Many Canadian sol­
diers were Orangemen and 
their commitment to the 
Orange cause 
he said.

That’s true 
records show 
sands of Orangemen were 
among the Canadian sol­

worship and ministry of the church should tened. 
be conducted, in sincerity, sensitivity and 
with dignity. A lover of the language he 
used it with a precision, intelligibility and 
clarity which made listening to him a plea­
sure. It was surprising to some that this 
highly literate clergyman should have 
spent such a lengthy ministry in a working 
class parish in times when opportunities for 
higher education for working class people 
were very limited. Because everyone is of 
value to God, Fisher was proud to serve 
where he did, and to respond as he did, to 
the spiritual and material needs of his 
parishioners. Many of them were unhappi­
ly well acquainted with the effects of unem­
ployment, poverty and loss of self-esteem.

In an extra-parochial activity Canon 
Fisher was an Orangeman, chaplain of his 
lodge The Star of Down LOL No.428 and of 
No.6 District, Belfast. He was also a popu­
lar preacher at Orange Order services and 
speaker at functions and events of the 
Institution. His church was used for the 
annual divine service of No.428 and for 
which Willowfield Church was the main 
venue. The banner of the lodge has a por­
trait of Canon C.W. Harding, former mem­
ber and rector of Willowfield Parish, 1900- 
1922, a clergyman highly esteemed, partic­
ularly in the Woodstock and Cregagh area. 
The Harding Memorial School was so 
named in gratitude for the special commit­
ment he had to education in the district. His 
interest in Orangeism was of the same kind 
as that of Canon Fisher.

Star of Down in the 1940s and 1950s 
was one of the largest lodges in the district 
with well attended meetings and interesting 
discussions and debates on Orangeism, 
Protestantism and Unionism. And in which 
when Canon Fisher spoke, everyone lis-

Canadian soldiers w< 
taken in 1916, the rebels 
Dublin had been shootin 
British soldiers in the bad 

That was also the yer 
that Ulster proved its con 
mitment to the Crown by i 
blood sacrifice at " 
Somme. Today the sad far 
is that British leaders prefs 
to wine and dine with th 
descendants of the men < 
the Easter Rebellion tha 
with those of the true son 
of Ulster who perished t 

the Somme. __ ,

diers in the 1914-18 war, 
and it was a Canadian sol­
dier who was the first sol­
dier from that Dominion to 
be awarded the Victoria 
Cross for gallantry in that 
terrible conflict.

One wonders how many 
of the young soldiers on 
that photograph returned 
home to Canada after the 
war. The reader who 
loaned us the photograph 
said that his father survived 
the conflict and came back 
to Northern Ireland after the 
war.

“He didn’t really settle 
down in Canada after the 
Armistice and returned 
here. When the Troubles 
broke out he joined the ‘A’ 
Special Constabulary and 
served in Belfast and South 
Armagh, seeing action 
against the IRA".

How sad it is that 
Canada’s great sacrifice in 
two World Wars, sending 
its menfolk to fight for King 

MOST of us are anniversary aware. We 
mark and we want marked times, dates 
and events which we regard as being 
especially important to us. And we pay 
added attention to jubilees, centenaries, bi­
centenaries, and the millennium just ahead 
of us.

A centenary of recent date was that of 
the parish of St. Clement, Templemore 
Avenue, Belfast. It had interest for me in 
that I was one of seven who were made 
deacons in the church there by the Bishop 
of Down and Dromore, the Right Rev. W.S. 
Kerr, on June 26, 1949 - Canon Jim Hall is 
also still around - and because I was 
licensed to serve in that parish. Canon 
W.H.N. Fisher, rector 1912-1955, had 
been thirty six years in the incumbency 
when I joined him greatly to my advantage. 
Incidentally I am the only surviving curate 
of Canon Fisher. He was not related, as 
someone has suggested, to Geoffrey 
Fisher, sometime Archbishop of 
Canterbury, but distantly to Admiral Lord 
Fisher of the Broke.

Fisher was one of a number of clerical 
characters in that part of Belfast. They 
included John Frazer, Willowfield; A.T.L 
Ford, St. Patrick's; James Quinn, St. 
Jude’s; C.W.A. Huston, St. Finnian's; and 
L.W. Crooks, Knockbreda. Each of them 
markedly individualistic and totally 
Anglican in devotion and practice, and all 
of them loved and respected for qualities 
which had their ingredients of eccentricity, 
self-confidence, and a certainty of correct­
ness shown in opinions and decisions 
which were expected to have ready accep­
tance from curates and parishioners.

Willie Fisher’s reading of the liturgy and 
the scriptures and his extraordinary gift of 
oratory were illustrations in how the public

THIS interesting photo­
graph loaned by a County 
Armagh reader shows a 
group of Canadian soldiers 
in France in the year 1916.

It was actually the 12th of 
-July of that year and as our 
reader explained the 
Canadian soldiers in the 
photograph were all 
Orangemen and even 
though they were far from 
the land of the prairies they 
were determined to cele­
brate the anniversary of the 
Battle of the Boyne.

The buckets were used 
as ‘drums’ and the soldiers 

and New Zealand when the 
Common Market issue was 
debated in the early 1960s 
and he reminded them of 
the sacrifice at Vimy Ridge 
and other places.

Sadly, subsequent British 
political leaders have not 
been as appreciative of 
such sacrifices and have 
preferred to woo former 
enemies.

It is ironical that when 
that photograph of the

i | look back with happy memories of 

lodge mselings in th. Albertbrldg..Orang 
Hall in that golden age of LOL No 4Z» 
Which I joined in 1949 on the ProPoaa' 
Canon Fisher. It has been my private lodg 

eVs! Cement’s had been made famous* or 

infamous, because its,first 
the Rev. William Peoples, I897’1999’ 

known disdainfully as Father eopie , 
his introduction into his services of words 
and actions regarded by some as Romish 
and alien to the proper Protestantism of the 
Church of Ireland. Many people cam­
paigned against him and often disrupted 
the services of his church. They were led 
by the most militant popular Protestant 
preacher and writer of his day, Arthur Trew. 
The monthly “The Belfast Protestant’, 
organ of the Belfast Protestant 
Association, in its issues of 1898 and 1899, 
provide the researcher in another time of 
sectarian bitterness, with Trew’s charges 
against Peoples, his responses and that of 
the bishop and church authorities in a 
drama played out in the streets in mob hys­
teria and rioting, and in the public press. 
Under such pressure the church was 
closed for a short period.

More to be regarded for his contribution 
to the Church of Ireland and the wider com­
munity was J.F. MacNeice, curate and rec­
tor 1900-1902, who as Bishop of Down, 
Connor and Dromore, 1934-1942, has left 
us a small but significantly literary output 
mostly in sermons and addresses which 
show a sensitivity and rationality not 
always apparent in churchmen at a time of 
gross unemployment, labour and civil 
unrest and community strife, the major 
problems of the mid thirties.

The present fine St. Clement’s Church

and Mother Country far 
beyond their own homes is 
so little recognised today in 
the United Kingdom.

Britain turned its back on 
Canada and the other 
Dominions when it joined 
the Common Market, and it 
is extremely humiliating for 
young Canadians coming 
to London and other British 
cities to have to walk 
through the ‘aliens’ gate 
when they enter the airport 
while people from former 
enemy countries like 
Germany and Italy are able 
to get in with minimum 
effort.

The cream of Ulster’s 
manhood paid the supreme 
sacrifice at the Somme and 
tor Canada it was at Vimy 
R'dge that their soldiers 
died in their thousands.

Hugh Gaitskill the great 
Labour leader in the 1960s 
made an emotional appeal 
to Britons not to turn their 
back on Canada, Australia 

Centenary celebration for Belfast church
" memories of was consscratsd on Jun© 14 .

dOST of us are anniversarv awsro nHho nh.ir^h should tened. I look back wit aPP nrannA Bishop C.F. D’Arcy and its work

ness has been maintained in th H 
bencies of N.R. Hamilton, the 
Gibson, F.W.B. Kenny, James Su,6 
now S.D. Logan. Wartatid

Movement of population from h 
redevelopment and a greatly reduced 

ulation density, with a stampeding s°P' 
ism, have contributed to the present^’ 
of the parish to make it harder than ■ 6 
in my day to be effective witnes Was 
Christ in East Belfast. Ses to

As for me, I look back with gratitude 
first curacy in which I found pleasure°n!1 

profit - not financial when curates 
paid a pittance - and where I met chu^ 
people to be equalled but never bettered 
any time anywhere. I name but a few 
them and in memoriam, Tom Rain, chur h* 

warden, Sunday School superintend™ 
and popular synodsman; Harry Echl 
Neill, artist, whose work is still highly Vai 
ued by the experts; Tom and Mav 
McMurray for an interest in and care for J 

which was practical and inspirational. And 
there were young people who stay in the 
memory. Two of them, Jim Drennan and 
Stanley Irvine. We started Jim as a church' 
organist when he played for us in the 
church-held fellowship class in 1949. He is 
the organist of St. Molua’s, Stormont 
Stanley is rector of Stranorlar, Co’ 
Donegal.

It is the wish of all those with St 
Clement’s connections that the church will 
continue to witness a good confession of 
the faith according to the forms and prac­
tices, rites and ceremonies of the Church 
of Ireland.

Northern Beland's only complete Premier Prod1^ 

specialists .tu
All Marching Drums spe^ ’ 

set-up prior to deliver 
Repair and set-up ,

p. Best Deals in Northern ‘re
es " yv® have a complete range Bm

Marching and Concert Flutes In StocK 
On the spot flute repairs available 

j- BeSt Deals in Northern Ireland 
r ions - The Proprietor has 40 years 

experience in Accordions and 
Accordion bands - 2 rew - Nine cou 
Pier 4 voice - Piano - 5 Row always in 

Aliu S,°Ck ’ Best Deals in Northern Irela" 
your Band requirements at Best Pnc 

Uniform Service available

Unit 4 Library Court, Ballyhackam0^ 

Belfast BT4 3GE
Belfast (01232) 472555

Raise Funds

For lodges, bands, clubs or businesses 
your design - top quality - super price3 
Tel: Bro. David English (01396) 83182? 

after 6 p.m.
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Lodges and Bands 
Notice Board

For advertising in this column, write to"1 
Editorial, Orange Standard, House of Orange 

65, Dublin Road, Belfast BT2 7HE. ’

WEST BELFAST ORANGE HALL

Centenary Celebrations 
. 1898 -1998 

Ulster-Scots Evening 
Friday, June 26, at 7.30 p.m. 
by The Shankill Ulster Scots group 

Orange Women’s day
Saturday, August 22 

“The Boyne” 
September 22, at 8.00 p.m. 
Public lecture by John Hunter 

Public Exhibition - 
The Glorious Revolution

Drama evening - “The Somme” 
Friday, October 16, at 7.30 p.m. 

Enniskillen Enactment Group

Public Lecture - “Carson’s Army” 
Tuesday, October 27, at 8.00 p.m. 

By Gordon Lucy

Public Exhibition - “Carson’s Army” 
A Service of Commemoration

Monday, December 14, 8.00 p.m. J

COUNTY FERMANAGH GRAND ORANGE 
LODGE

Annual Sports
Evening

on Friday, June 26,1998 
commencing at 6.30 p.m.

at Enniskillen Rugby Club, Mullaghmeen

DISCO TO FOLLOW

KILROOT TRUE BLUES L.O.L. 1544 
Carrickfergus District

Unfurling of
New Banner

will take place on Thursday evening June 18

Guest speaker will be 
W. BRO. HAROLD GRACEY, 
Portadown District Master

Assemble 6.45 p.m. at Kilroot Orange Hall, Eden, Carrickfergus 
Refreshments and Social Evening in hall after the Unfurling

ALL WELCOME - GOD SAVE THE QUEEN

County Donegal
A warm welcome awaits you in our home, B/B & 

Evening meal if required.
Apply to Jean Porter, “Lyndale” 

Mullantyboyle, Glenties (01075) 51483

NEWRY R.B.D.C. No. 4
Last Saturday demonstration - August 29 - Newry. 
Applications invited for catering stalls etc, accompa­
nied by letter from local preceptory.

Enquiries to - 9 Kennard Villas, Newry 
Tel: (01693) 251279 

FOR SALE
10 Black and White 

side drums 
Contact:

CLOGHER PROTESTANT 
BOYS FLUTE BAND 

Telephone: 
(01762) 34700/882909

LOL 260, No. 8 District 
(Bellshill Scotland) 

REQUIRE
A band to accompany 

them to the CGL Boyne 
Celebration parade in 

Wishaw on July 4,1998 
Tel: Sam (01698) 815482

Magheramorne LOL No.291 (Larne District) 1 

UNFURLING OF NEW BANNER 
will take place on Saturday afternoon

June 20 ,1998 at 3.00 pm
ALL WELCOME - GOD SAVE THE QUEEN

CO. LEITRIM GRAND ORANGE LODGE

Annual Parade Service
will be held (D.V.) in

Killegar Parish Church 
on Sunday, July 5, 1998 at 3.30 pm 

Preacher:- Bro. Henry Blair
All Brethren, Sisters, Sir Knights & friends welcome
--- //

LURGAN DISTRICT L.O.L No.6

County Demonstration
Lurgan - July 13, 1998

Applications for Stalls, Catering etc. should be 
submitted in writing to:-
The District Secretary, Lurgan District L.O.L. No.6

P.O. Box 63, Brownlow House, Lurgan, 
Craigavon, Co. Armagh, BT67 9BJ

. By May 25,1998

MARKETHILL DISTRICT LOL NO. 10 ]

Annual Mini-12th Parade 
to be held (D.V.) 

on Saturday, July 4, 1998

Brethren and bands to assemble 
at Gosford Hotel at 7.30 pm

Guest speaker: Wor. Bro. William Thompson 
MP for West Tyrone

ALL WELCOME - GOD SAVE THE QUEEN

Loughbrickland District LOL No. 10

Annual Raft Race
and Barbeque

on Friday July 3, 1998 
at 7.00 pm in Orange field

Entry fee £5 per raft - 4 or 6 man rafts
LIFE JACKETS MUST BE WORN

Entries to: Trevor Fegan,
1 Edenderry Road, Scarva, Portadown.

if' BOVEEDY FLUTE BAND

For Sale
30 uniforms (claret and blue) 3 piece plus 

spares - highly decorative
I Tel: (012665) 40956 after 6 p.m. J

J.L.O.L. No. 130
Loughgall 

NOW ON THE 
INTERNET

Address 
http://www. 

geocities, com/capitol ■ 
hill/lobby/676(X

WANTED
Skeleton drum to keep a 

traditional flute band 
going.

Telephone;
(01648) 32771 or 
(01648) 468849 

after 6 p.m.

r PRICES TRUE BLUES LOYAL ORANGE > 
LODGE No.550

CAHARD LOYAL ORANGE LODGE No.551

Joint Bicentenary
Rally

in Saintfield on Friday, June 5 at 8 p.m.

Special Preacher:
Rev. W. Martin Smyth, M.P.

(f ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH CHURCH
(Shankill Road) - Catering Association 

Tea and Packed lunches provided July 12 
(Edenderry) - Last Saturday in August (Bangor) 

Tel: (01232) 869338 or (01232) 325001

BAND REQUIRED
L.O.L. 783 require a 
band to accompany 

them to: 
DOWNPATRICK 

DEMONSTRATION
on Twelfth Day 1998 

Telephone : 
(01232) 563204 evenings

Mavemacullen Accordion 
Band 

(Tandragee District) 
Co. Armagh 
REQUIRE 

Drum Major/Leader for 
above band. Attending 

band parades and other 
parades.

Contact: (01762) 891399

WANTED
One rope base drum, 
timber shell 30” x 20” 

prefereably a
William Hewett Model 

Telephone: 
(016937) 65396

WANTED
Junior bannerette for New 
Junior Lodge started in 

Derriaghy.
Any Lodge willing to help 

please contact:-
Telephone (01846) 603374

Wanted 
by Junior Lodge 
2 banner poles and 2 

Standards 
(Ulster and Union flag)

Tel: (01238) 510591 S

BAND WANTED
To accompany 
L.O.L. 1213 to

Edenderry 
on July 12, 1998 

Contact Bro. Moore
(01232) 427587

WANTED BY CO. CAVAN LODGE
Set of banner poles, guide ropes, and tassells. 

Price must be reasonable.

Tel: N.I. Code (01035342) 69148 or 
write Foy, Fairfield, Shercock, Co. Cavan

FOR SALE
4 Premier drums in good 

condition, colour red.
Telephone;

(01266) 821375 or 
(0411)244529

Tf FOR SALE

John Leckey
Lambeg drum

Telephone:
(01762)840642

< after 7 p.m.

FOR SALE
Lambeg drum

Telephone: 
(018206) 24120

FOR SALE
30 band uniforms, Royal 
blue jackets, light grey 

trousers. Very good con­
dition.

£750 ono.
Telephone: 

Trevor Acheson after 
6 p.m. (01574) 583620

SKEOGH FLUTE BAND

For Sale
Six white Andante low ten­
sion side drums, plus bass 
drum - 3 years old. in excel­
lent condition £1200 or 
nearest offer.

Contact: (018206) 26147 
or (01846) 692386

HUNTER MOORE 
MEMORIAL FLUTE BAND

FOR SALE
Six Premier single snare 

side drums
Enquiries to (01693) 252795 

after 6 p.m.

FOR SALE
6 Premier 10 screw side 
drums with top and bot­
tom snares also 28” x 

12” bass drum.
All in excellent condition. 

Tel: (01504) 343460

FOR SALE 
Orange banner - used 

eight times

Telephone: 
(01846) 601855

Crawfordsburn Flute 
Band

FOR SALE
20 blue uniforms, 50 
hats, 2 rolls of extra 

material.
Telephone;

(01247) 273472

Uniforms For Sale 
Approximately 30 uni­

forms, black with red and 
gold trimmings of all 

various sizes £1000 ono.
Telephone: 

Gwyneth Purvis 
(016487) 37522

- FOR SALE -
3’ Lambeg Drum / 3’1” Brace Hoops & Heads

Telephone : 018206 71674

Loyalist Fusiliers Flute Band, 
Armagh

Band uniform for sale, excellent condition, 
black, red, gold - 3 years old - all offers

considered.
Contact: Mark King, 12 Ednaveys Crescent, 

Armagh BT60 1NT - Tel: (01861) 528782



Co. Armagh 
Grand Orange

Lodge
COUNTY Armagh Grand 
Orange Lodge, at its 
meeting in Killylea on May 
18, endorsed the actions 
of its County Grand Lodge 
officers in issuing the 
press statement on its 
behalf on Friday, April 17, 
1998.

County Grand Lodge 
welcomed the clear direc­

tive from the Grand 
Orange Lodge of Ireland 
and considered the clarifi­
cation given to the Grand 
Lodge officers in Downing 
street by the Prime 
Minister.

“It supported the recom­
mendation of its own 
County grand Lodge offi­
cers and like them, it is 
unable to recommend the 
acceptance of the Belfast 
agreement to the brethren 
of Co. Armagh”.

Special 
service

THE Annahoe District 
Royal Arch Purple 
Chapter No.6 held their 
annual service in 
Ballygawley Parish 
Church on Sunday, April 

-26.
The brethren assem­

bled at the Ballygawley 
roundabout and marched 
to and from the church 
headed by the Bawn 
Silver Band. The service 
was conducted by the rec­
tor, Rev. Gordon 
Whitehead. 
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County Antrim 
Grand Orange Lodge

THE officers and members 
of County Antrim Grand 
Orange Lodge meeting in 
Carrickfergus Town Hall on 
Wednesday, May 13, 1998 
issued the following state­
ment:

‘The officers and mem­
bers having discussed the 
multi-party talks in detail 
and acting on the report 
from the County Grand 
Masters meeting with the 

p.Grand Lodge officers have 
made the following recom­
mendations to its members. 
The unanimous decision 
was taken at a full meeting 
of the County Grand Lodge.

“The statement reads 
that on April 15, 1998 the 
Grand Lodge took note of 
the Good Friday agreement 
but, failing the clarification 
of certain vital issues, 
decided it could not recom­

mend acceptance to the 
people of Ulster.

“Officers of the Grand 
Lodge met the Prime 
Minister on May 7, who 
regrettably explained that 
the multi-party agreement 
could not be amended or 
varied.

“Being mindful that our 
Order is a broad church we 
fully recognise the right of 
those of our membership 
who disagree with us to be 
guided by their own con­
science and to act accord­
ingly.

“However the County 
Grand Lodge of Antrim, 
mindful of its obligations to 
protect the Constitution has 
no option but to recom­
mend that our members 
work for a “NO” vote in the 
referendum on Friday, May 
22”.

Ballymena District LOL No.8
MEMBERS of Ballymena 
District LOL No.8, at a spe­
cial meeting held on 
Friday, May 8, overwhelm­
ingly decided to back the 
stance taken by Grand 

4 Lodge on the agreement 
and advised their mem­
bers to vote “NO” in the 
referendum.

‘The early release of

unrepentant terrorists from 
prison, Sinn Fein/IRA in 
government, the destruc­
tion of the RUC and the 
belief that this agreement 

cannot bring about a just 
and lasting peace are the 
main reasons why this dis­
trict cannot support the 
agreement.”

Belfast
County Grand 
Orange Lodge 
THE County Grand 
Orange Lodge of Belfast 
at its regular monthly 
meeting on May 12, 1998, 
gave its full support to the 
statement by the Grand 
Orange Lodge of Ireland.

“It was the view of the 
meeting that the agree­
ment document, to which 
we have given careful and 
detailed consideration, is

/Veiv officers installed at Orange 
nf Oranaefield LOL Nn kra * "I

A FEW VACANCIES FOR JULY & AUGUST

Mourne District LOL No.6

SINCE the publication of 
the agreement we have 
given it careful and detailed 
consideration. We had 
hoped that it would offer 
such a real prospect of 
peace that we could posi­
tively endorse it. Sadly that 
has not been the case.

Grand Lodge of Ireland 
at its meeting on April 15, 
decided that failing clarifi­
cation of certain vital 
issues we could not recom­
mend the agreement.

Clarification was sought 
from a variety of sources 
including a request for a 
meeting with the Prime 
Minister.

Before meeting Mr. Blair 
we were aware that Her 
Majesty’s government as 
one of the parties to a multi 
party agreement could not 
unilaterally vary or amend 
it. We thought it right how­
ever to meet the Prime 
Minister, to express our 
concerns and listen care­
fully to his responses.

Having heard the Prime 
Minister’s response we are 
confirmed in our opinion 
that those matters in the 
agreement that we find 
objectionable are unalter-

Contact: Roy Kells (013657) 21229 (day)
(013657) 22649

47 Baird Avenue, Donacloney, 
Co. Down 
Contact: 

ALAN DEAN on 
01762 - 881695 after 6 p.m.

Computers, peripherals, cleaning, 
software, 

maintenance, painting, sales, service 
All business and public inquiries 

welcome
Orders now being taken for Christmas

able and we have commu­
nicated this to our County 
Grand Masters for trans­
mission to their members.

The Orange Institution is 
an organisation committed 
to civil and religious liberty 
and as such cannot instruct 
anyone how to vote, and 
would urge everyone to 
read and study the agree­
ment. However, in light of 
the clarification received 
and for the reasons previ­
ously documented the 
Grand Orange Lodge of 
Ireland is unable to recom­
mend the agreement to the 
people of Ulster.

The Grand Lodge is of 
the opinion that the 
Agreement provides for 
such things as:

• Dublin interference in 
the internal affairs of 
Northern Ireland.

• The prospect of an 
undemocratically account­
able Assembly.

• The prospect of unre­
pentant terrorists in the 
executive of the proposed 
Assembly.

• The Maryfield 
Secretariat and the Anglo 
Irish Agreement in another 
guise.

“Chez - Nous'

Kilmore Holiday Chalets
LISNASKEA

on the shores of lovely Lough Erne

THE FISHERMAN’S PARADISE
• Boats available for hire •

Grand Lodge says 4No Members of Orangefield LOL No. 564 (Mourn n 1 
pictured after the recent installation of new «■ '* 
Ballinran Orange Hall. Seated are: Bros. Samp ,8 
Chaplain; Jim Martin, WDM; R. G. Graham WM 
Parke, DM; Eddie McKeown, DDM; StankV5' 
Secretary. Standing are other officers of th i 
Picture: Rathfriland Outlook.

fatally ambiguous, morally 
objectionable, and consti­
tutionally flawed.

“As a result, we see that 
it can only be right to vote 
“NO”. A “YES” vote is akin 
to political suicide which 
like its human variety is 
irreversible”.

A meeting of Mourne 
District LOL No.6 was 
held in Kilkeel on 
Tuesday, May 19, to dis­
cuss the forthcoming ref­
erendum. It was agreed to 
support the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland’s press state­
ment as follows:

“The Grand Lodge of 
Ireland takes note of the 
acceptance by the partici­
pants to the talks process

of April 10, but failing clar­
ification of certain vital 
issues cannot recommend 
it to the people of Ulster”.

1 Victoria Terrace Portstewart

Co. Londonderry

County Londonderry Grand Orange Lodge I

Castlewellan District LOL
‘THE officers of the above District having con­
sidered the “Good Friday” agreement call on all 
Unionists to exercise their vote in the forthcom-

Members of Parliament 
who have spoken out 
against it.

“We are totally opposed 
to the early release of unre­
pentant republican terror­
ists from prison, the bring­
ing of Sinn Fein-IRA into 
government, and the pro- 

PROP: M. NICHOLL 
Telephone : (01265) 832608

“WE the members of 
County Londonderry Grand 
Orange Lodge cannot rec­
ommend the Good Friday 
agreement to our mem­
bers. We support the stand 
taken by the officers of the 
Grand Orange Lodge of 
Ireland and by those

FIVEMILETOWN

posed measures to under­
mine and destroy the RUC 
We are convinced that this 
agreement cannot bring 
about a just and lasting 
peace, and we therefore 
urge our members to vote 
“NO” on May 22, 1998”.

ddmgs - family portraits - Lodge and 
Band photographs - etc.
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after 6 p.m.
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